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Message One: One of the most successful ways I have used to teach conversational fluency is Conversation Cards...not the commercial brand.  I have hundreds of words written on 3 by 5 cards. Students divide into conversation groups, 4 or five students in each.  Each student receives several cards and is told not to show the words on the cards to other members of the group.  Then the students take turns giving clues to their word to other group members.

 

This is certainly not ESL rocket science.  But for most of my students this is the first time they have been exposed to this learning technique. They respond eagerly.

 

Rosemary Dill
Message Two: Does anyone have good suggestions for movies to use with ESL classes?  I am looking for both fiction and non-fiction titles.

 

Rosemary Dill

Message Three: Hi Rosemary and all,

This is a very good question that you raise.

Here's one link that gives some ideas on developing listening skills for using movies in classes http://sn106w.snt106.mail.live.com/default.aspx?n=1759458184.
Have you used movies with your class?  If so, what were some and how did you use them?  Given the length of most movies did you need to adapt the movie in some way to facilitate instruction?  

Check this link out, too on ESL Lesson Plans and Movies http://bogglesworldesl.com/lessons/MovieLesson.htm. http://www.eslflow.com/teachinglanguagewithmovies.html  There are a lot of great activities on this website.  And okay, one more useful website with more tips on teaching with movies 
 The methods and tips can surely be adapted for 30 minute television shows which for lower level students may be more practical.  Video programs such as Crossroads Cafe could also be useful.  Check out this short article on Using Video with English Language Learners http://www.cal.org/caela/esl_resources/digests/video.html. The possibilities are truly extensive, the challenge being effective utilization to enhance student learning.

What other experiences do others have in using video of any type in the ESL classroom? What teaching tips could you share with us?

George Demetrion

Message Four: There are loads of 1/2 hour movies available that I used to use with my 8th graders.  It depends upon why you want to show the movie?  I used the Schoolhouse Rocks "Just a Bill" to review some aspects of American History.  Of course, you do need a strong advanced planner which lists the titles of each segment plus some of the more important vocab words which will be presented.  The Preamble to the Constitution should also be printed out to be pre/reviewed.

 

I also found several episodes of different TV series that I used and some also from a series on American short stories.  Regardless of what you select, you need to know your purpose before showing the film.  If it is to show that a TV show had the same elements of fiction as a short story/novel, then you need to review them:  settings, characters, conflict, rising action, climax, & denoument.  I also developed an advanced planner listing the elements plus names (characters, places, objects which might be nouns that are unfamiliar) and we discussed these first. Then, as we watched the film, students also filled in the advanced planner.  

 

I also used old TV series films:  Power Rangers (science fiction) and Dinosaurs (fantasy).  I can't remember the others at present.  You can find videos anywhere and use them but you have to make up your mind what you want as the outcome.

 

I did these lessons with 8th graders - native born speakers of English.  I would expect no less for those for whom English is another language to learn.  

 

We also watched the Red Balloon - no words but filled with opportunities for discussion.  Again, advanced planner.  Or - Sam, You Made the Pants Too Long.  

 

To show a full length movie depends upon the skill of your students and the purpose for showing it.  You may also want to show just parts of a film to discuss a specific aspect of a lesson.  There is no better example of the 3rd wall than It's a Wonderful Life scene in which they are dancing and the gym floor is opening.  Characters in the movie know it, we the audience know it but the characters George and Mary are clueless.  This is an element used by authors as well as TV and film makers.  If you stick to the element you wish to teach, you will have your focus.  The students will learn and will enjoy the experience of the film.  Remember, that they can do all of this if you use their native language.  You need to tie it to a focus in order for them to have something to discuss.

 

Once, our Spanish teacher tried to show a short film in Spanish to her class. It went badly.  They were so tired of trying to translate that they tuned out.  

 

Teaching the  "visual " (TV/movies) is part of our CMT study guide.  At least, that was the excuse I always used.  

 

It also depends upon how much time you have in class hours.  

 

I used to love using film in teaching both my grade 8 English and American History classe. I used to apply "English" skills to history lessons and found it to be effective. 

 

Good luck.  You worst problem will be to juggle DVD and video.  What technology will you have?  I bought my own VCR to show videos in my own classroom using the TV we all had.  Now, it would be a DVD player.  That is also an issue.

 

 Linda

Linda M. Schmaelzle

Message Five:  Great message.

 I really resonate with your key point on identifying and being clear about why one decided to use video in the class.  What are the instructional components that are being reinforced.

 I also think your idea of using 1/2 hour clips or segments which allow time for reflection and critical work on the segment.

For me I think the issue is the multi-media one in which we bring in print, discussion and perhaps some specific learning activities.

All, what are some examples of promising practices in bringing video, discussion, print, and perhaps computer based instruction together.

 Also what are some additional examples of video that you have used whether with ESL or ABE/Basic Literacy classes?

 The Captured Wisdom program is one useful site  http://www.ncrtec.org/pd/cw/adultlit.htm
Cross Roads Cafe has much to offer as well, which includes videos and work\books http://www.ketadultlearning.org/esl/crossroads_cafe.htm.  Here's a clip.[ http://www.ket.org/cgi-bin/cheetah/watch_video.pl?nola=xrdc++000101&altdir=&template=_adultlearning.htm.
 Some of our programs are also using the On Common Grounds series which has video and workshops http://www.ketadultlearning.org/esl/oncommon_ground.htm.  It's a bit expensive but a variety of programs in CT are already using this in their ESL citizenship classes.  Perhaps those using either of these programs could comment on them.

 Check out, too, the Learning Edge, which has a lot of great life skill activities and it is free http://www.thewclc.ca/edge/.
 Your point is well taken, Linda.  There's a lot to draw on, but it's important as well to have clear instruction al objectives when bringing in lengthy video segments into our classes. What about a once a month movie night?
  George Demetrion

Message Six: There is currently an excellent discussion taking place on the English Language listserv on teaching the continuous present tense and the role of explicit verses implicit discussion.  http://www.nifl.gov/pipermail/englishlanguage/2009/thread.html#start. This brings to mind the related issue of teaching grammar within a functional context, which raises the issue of where we place our priories—accurate expression or practical communication.  If both, the issue of where to place the emphasis, why and in what contexts still remains a critical issue.

 How is the issue of the relationship between grammatical accuracy vs communicative competency worked out in your classrooms or programs?  What are some learning/teaching strategies that you utilize that address either or both of these components of English language learning? What texts or series do you use?

 What are the critical English language learning issues that need to be addressed as related to which group of students?
Let's hear from teachers, program managers, and ESL specialists so that we can draw on the collective insight of the rich intelligence and experience of those subscribed to this list.

LET'S DO PUSH THE ENVELOPE ON HOW WE CAN OPTIMIZE THIS LISTSERV TO ENHANCE OUR COLLECTIVE LEARNING.

 WHOSE GAME?

 George Demetrion

Message Seven: Action English Pictures is a wonderful book to use to teach the present continuous.  Every page of the book shows a series of pictures of an event in progress.  My students first break into groups to discuss the pictures.  Then, as a whole group we write appropriate present continuous sentences on the board.

 

Rosemary

Message Eight:  In continuing with our theme of ESL instruction, I thought the exchange on the the Adult English Language Learners Discussion List on the role of grammatical accuracy merits some consideration here. Recall ESL Stephen Krashen's 5 hypotheses on second language learning and the difference he identifies between natural learning and formal acquisition of knowledge, where he would largely place the learning of grammar http://www.sk.com.br/sk-krash.html
 As someone who has had experience in teaching ESL, but who is not an ESL specialist, a few things stand out for me about second language acquisition:

Helping students attain communicative competency in relation to student identified key audiences is a pivotal baseline that should be nurtured and reinforced in our ESL classes.
In principle (depending on student goals) that can be accomplished with our without a great deal of emphasis on language grammatical form.  Krashen, in fact, separates them as distinctive and not necessarily complementary components of second language learning.  Many ESL specialists and instructional texts take a more balanced perspective with varying emphases of developing grammatical competency in the context of application in functional life application (or potentially applied) contexts.
Within the field of ESL adult education teaching, there is, generally, a lack of acute clarity on how the interface between communicative and grammatical competence work in relation to each other, and therefore, a good deal of uncertainty (and disagreement) on where to place the priority of instructional focus.
How this relationship gets worked out within our various ESL classes and programs matter a great deal in terms of what students learn in our programs even as (I am hypothesizing) any sustained ESL instruction will generally produce positive results in which what is learned and applied may include, but extends well beyond what is specifically taught,
Often our better textbooks provide guides as how to incorporate communicative and grammatical competencies within specific lessons that may or may not be followed by classroom teachers.

With exceptions duly noted, most ESL practitioners are not conversant with even the most basic theoretical constructs in ESL pedagogy and are thereby operating out of some combination of intuition, residual experience, support from the text, support from the program manager, possibly some online services (please note, this is a hypothetical supposition on my part, which may or may not be off base).
A lot of good teaching is taking place regardless since there is also not an essential correlation between competence in teaching and competence in theory analysis

Even still (all things considered) we (as a field) would be better off if we were able to incorporate reasonably high level theory into our ESL training and teaching modalities; noting that such a convergence does exist in many concrete teaching situations, but there is little of a systematic nature of any such convergence.

Message Nine: It was recently asked of me if we could identify the “best of the best” on ESOL sites. That's a pretty high standard, and perhaps others will share their ideas

 In the meantime, while not necessarily the best of the best, here are a few useful sites and publications.  Language Guide is particularly useful for speakers of Spanish and French who are learning English http://www.languageguide.org/.  This is a low tech site which consists of two components; a pictorial vocabulary guide which is available for a wide array of language groups; an intensive grammar section for those who speak and read Spanish and French.  The grammar section contains a great many activities which would be useful to students at different levels some of what can be printed out and used in class.  The pictorial guide could be in a student self-study that could be especially valuable with beginning level students and more selectively so at the intermediate range.  Pumarosa is a nice site for beginning and intermediate Spanish speakers http://www.pumarosa.com/.  The GFC Learning Site (you need to register--free) is also a great site for intermediate ESL learners on life skill application and includes a nice utilization of graphics http://www.gcflearnfree.org/.  

The EFL/ESL Lesson Plans link http://iteslj.org/Lessons/ from the Internet TESL Journal http://iteslj.org/ may be of value to stimulate teacher ideas. You might also want to take a look at the spring 2006 edition of Progress: A Publication of the Virginia Adult Learning Resource Center, which has a special focus on ESOL: http://www.valrc.org/publications/progress/spring2006.pdf
George Demetrion

Message Ten:  In response to George's request about the "best of the best" on ESOL

sites you might be interested in a site maintained by Larry Ferlazzo, an

ESL teacher in CA. He has blogs as well as lists of "the best site

for..." which covers just about everything in ESL teaching and beyond.

He also has a couple newsletters you can subscribe to that will keep you

up to date with all the latest websites he uses. http://larryferlazzo.edublogs.org/about/my-best-of-series/
 Aileen Halloran

Message Eleven: Perhaps this article on What Works for ESOL Learners written by premier ESOL educator and researcher Heide Spruck Wrigley may be of interest.

http://www.ncsall.net/?id=189.
A google search on Heide will turn up a great deal, including an intriguing power point presentation on Workplace Literacy and Adult ESL.  Here’s the html version which contains the content, but it's the pp presentation which is really valuable.

Aileen, thanks for posting that invaluable ESL “best of the best” resource.  There's a lot there!  As you look at that site, take a look, too at the blog role on the right side of your screen.

Folks, do keep posting those "best of the best" sites as well as any questions that you may have or ideas for new topics.

Message Twelve:  Those following the ESOL thread on this discussion list may be interested in reading the Oregon TESOL Fall Newsletter http://www.ortesol.org/NewsNo3letter.pdf. I took a skim through and found a great deal of substance in it.  Take a scan through and see if there's an article or two that may be of interest or value to you.  Take a look, too, for some policy implications as well as classroom tips.

George Demetrion

