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Reading Guide

The purpose of this reading guide is to support your understanding of key ideas presented in the text and to draw your attention to core knowledge needed to make meaning from the information.  Adult readers have internalized many of the strategies that we as teachers explicitly teach young readers.  When we encounter this level of content area reading it gives us the opportunity to be in the student role and overtly make use of reading strategies.  Every attempt is being made to use authentic, contemporary strategic reading techniques that you can modify to use with your students when they are reading content that is challenging for them.

1. A reader is best able to construct meaning when time is spent before reading setting a purpose and activating prior knowledge.  Before you begin reading Facing East From Indian Country , look at the cover and consider the subtitle.  What is the author’s purpose?  Whose perspective is Richter constructing for us?  What are the unique challenges of presenting this time period from this perspective? Have you read other histories of this period? What do you think will be similar or different?
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2. Awareness of text structure supports a reader to construct meaning.  Content area reading is primarily about reading for information.  Some of the foundational information is delivered in the first few pages of the book.  Open to the table of Contents and use the titles of the chapters to make predictions about the information presented in each.  Use the following table to record your predictions.  

	Chapter title
	Prediction
	Metacognition:  What do you think informs your before reading prediction?  How do we know what we know?

	Prologue:  Early America as Indian Country 


	
	

	1:  Imagining a Distant New World

	
	

	2:  Confronting a Material New World

	
	

	3:  Living with Europeans

	
	

	4:  Native Voices in a Colonial World

	
	

	5:  Native Peoples in an Imperial World

	
	

	6:  Separate Creations

	
	


3. While reading pages 1-68 complete the following  4 –square organizer to record your responses to the readings.  Make note of important places, people, and events.  Select quotes that helped you understand the reading or that you’d like to discuss with others.  Include questions you have for clafification, elaboration, or discussion.  Make connections from your personal experiences (text-to-self), your knowledge of other historical time periods (text-to-world), and to other authors’ writings (text-to-text).  Examples are provided.
	Facts (places, people, events)
Cahokia –
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	Quotes
· “ When European people arrived in large numbers, so did European objects, and up and down the Atlantic seaboard Native Americans quickly became enmeshed in a new system of intercultural commerce with profound effects on everyday life.” P. 42
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	Questions

[image: image4.wmf] Did the entrance of Europeans to North America create conflict between different Indian groups or did it magnify existing conflicts?
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	Connections
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4. Summary Frame for Chapter 1:  Imagining a Distant New World.
In this chapter the author guides readers to reframe the way we think about the historical term “New World”.  This shift of perspective affects how we experience the learning.  The idea of using cognitive fames or thinking frames with students can be a very powerful after reading activity.  As you complete the summary frame for Chapter 1 consider how you might use the idea of re-framing in your social studies lessons.

	Summary Frame for Informational Text

The topic of this reading is  ____________________________________________________.

The main idea is _____________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
The three most important details that helped me understand the main idea are ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A detail that really hooked my attention, but may be less important is ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

I think the author chose to write from this point of view because ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

As a result of this learning experience I am considering adjusting my teaching by ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


5. When we provide the opportunity for students to summarize the have the chance to use powerful thinking in order to make meaning from text.  In the following 3-2-1 Summary refer to Chapter 2: Confronting a Material New World.  You may want to include quotes or reference page numbers to support your work.
	Richter tells us that a “trio of economic, ecological, and epidemiological forces remade Indian country into ‘a world every bit as new as that confronting transplanted Africans or Europeans’ in the same period.” P. 41  Provide expository detail about each of those three forces using evidence form the text.

Economic –

Ecological –

Epidemiological -



	Explain the relationship between deaths from epidemic diseases and mourning raids.  How are these two details from the chapter interdependent?  What was the outcome for some groups in the 17th century?


	Describe one way that your understanding of this time period has changed as a result of this reading.



6. In Chapter 3: Living with Europeans, the author revisits three stories form this period that have made their way into popular culture.  Use evidence from the text to contrast popular images with information presented by the author.
	Pocahontas in popular culture

How do we know what we “know” about her?


	Historical evidence about Pocahontas

How do we know this information?



	Kateri Tekakwitha in religious culture

How do we know what we “know” about her?

	Historical evidence about Kateri

How do we know this information?



	Metacom (King Philip)

How do we know what we “know” about him?

	Metacom (King Philip)

How do we know this information?




7. Consider the map on page 164.  When reading history we are supported in our understanding by visual resources such as charts, graphs, and maps.  Why does the author include a map of the European areas of influence superimposed on the geographic locations of the native groups?
8. What accommodations did native groups make in order to survive in the Imperial World?  Use examples from the text.

9. How were alliances both a necessity and a liability for native groups in this period?  

10. Explain the effects of the Treaty of 1763 on the native people of North America.
11. After reading Facing East from Indian Country respond to the following:

What questions do you have for clarification?

What elaboration questions do you have?  What does this make you want to know more about?

How will you apply the new perspectives you have gained to your teaching?  What traditional portrayals of this time period does this affect?

How will knowing more about this time period help you plan for instruction?  How will it make it more complicated?  [image: image10.png]
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