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The Center for Creative Youth is grateful for the generous help in  

covering educational costs provided by:  

 
 National Funding:      National Endowment for the Arts 

            
 
 
State Funding: 

 
 
State Department of Education, Interdistrict Cooperative  
Grant Program 
Connecticut Department of Economic and Community 
Development 
 

 
Local Funding: 

 
Connecticut Boards of Education and Parents 

 
 

 

Private Funding (scholarships for room/board and educational/tuition costs): 

 

 CCY Alumni Scholarship Fund 

 Hartford Foundation for Public Giving 

 Kreitler Family Fund 

 The David T. Langrock Foundation 

 Questbridge  

 Charles H. Robinson Foundation  

 Linda Starikov Singer Memorial Scholarship in Theater 

 Summer Search 

 Waterbury Arts Magnet School CCY Scholarship Fund 

 Wesleyan University 
 

 
 

The Center for Creative Youth is a program of the Capitol Region Education Council 
(CREC). 

 

The Capitol Region Education Council offers educational opportunities to its 

students regardless of race, religion, age, national origin, disability, sex, sexual 
preference or marital status. 

 

Partners: The Regional Educational Service Centers in Connecticut; Capitol 

Region Education Council (CREC); Connecticut Association of Secondary Schools 

(CASS); Connecticut Association of Independent Schools (CAIS); and Wesleyan 

University 
 

CCY is endorsed by the Connecticut State Department of Education. 
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A program of the Capitol Region Education Council (CREC) 
 
 

The Capitol Region Education Council (CCY is a program of CREC) offers equal educational 

opportunities to students regardless of race, color, national origin, age, sex, sexual preference or 
disability.  If you feel that discrimination has occurred on the basis of race, religion, color, national 

origin, age, sex, sexual preference or disability, please contact Regina Terrell, Compliance 

Coordinator at 860-524-4030 and/or complete the Civil Rights Grievance Form, which is available 

in the CCY office.  

 
 

http://www.crec.org/ccy
mailto:ccy@wesleyan.edu
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Introduction: Program and Purpose 

 

CCY is a four-week, pre-college experience.  Professional artists provide coaching, problem-solving 
in the arts, and college guidance.  Students also receive weekly leadership training classes. 

Students then carry out arts leadership projects when they return to their home 

schools/communities.  Upon completing the residency, students receive written evaluations.  The 

CCY community of young artists from diverse geographic, economic and cultural backgrounds 

provides an unusual learning opportunity.  Three elements of the program contribute to strong 
artistic, academic and personal growth: association with talented and motivated peers; recognition 

of growth and skill development through intensive work with professional artists; accomplishment 

of the arts leadership project.  Alumni of the CCY program can be found in a wide variety of 

careers, many of them still in the arts.  An evaluation of CCY by Dr. Lynn H. Schultz, Ed.D., from 

the Group for the Study of Interpersonal Development at Harvard University reports that CCY 

students grow in three areas: skills in problem-solving and critical-thinking in their art form, self-
confidence and motivation, and the ability to make more informed career decisions. 

 

The following quotes from CCY alumni capture the spirit of their experience with the program and 

its far-reaching effects on their lives. 

 
“I did not realize it then, but those mornings of exploration with paints and pastels were the 
most valuable lessons I would receive for years.  CCY gave real impetus to the sense of 
creative analysis and independent thought that has guided both my college experience and 
professional goals.” 
 
“The most important skill I acquired at CCY was self-discipline: the ability to focus inward as 
an artist is essential.  My profession as an architect demands intense commitment.” 
 
“I’ll always remember my summer at CCY.  It helped me to appreciate a broad-based variety 
of the arts and the dedication and work that goes into them.  Isn’t it amazing that four weeks 

can last a lifetime?” 
 

As you pack your suitcases, we hope you will prepare to take full advantage of the program we 

have planned for you.  At CCY, a diverse community of talented students, skilled practicing artists 

and celebrated performers will be in residence for what will appear to be, in retrospect, a brief mo-

ment in time.  Informed choices on your part will be essential to your work this summer—please 

acquaint yourself with all of the aspects of the program outlined in this handbook before you 
arrive. 

 

Residential Advisors will be your closest mentors. Take time to get to know them well. 95% are 

former CCY participants, who have experienced the program, carried out leadership projects, and 

continue to pursue both artistic and academic studies in college or beyond.  Each has learned the 
value of ensemble, small group learning and collaboration, and has a great deal to share with you. 

 

Curriculums align to ―Accomplished‖ and ―Advanced‖ National Core Arts Standards in all 

disciplines.  Artistic learning is composed of production, reflection, and comprehension of the 

learning that has occurred. In both major and interdisciplinary classes you will have the oppor-

tunity to participate in structured learning experiences, and to record your reflections in a journal 
and/or a sketchbook.  These will help you to understand and value your own artistic thought 

processes, both the flashes of insight and the steady development of ideas over time. 
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Translating artistic ideas from one expressive medium to another is a basic artistic skill taught 

here at CCY.  For example, visual concepts may be verbalized in words or music choreographed 

into dance.  The interdisciplinary courses will help guide you in making such connections between 
art forms, and we encourage cross departmental collaborations, whenever possible. 

 

A key to understanding what is expected of you is in discovering the problem-solving approach to 

instruction used at CCY.  We strive to emphasize process over product, by giving maximum 

attention to developing your skills and creativity through participatory exercises rather than formal 

lecturing. Our program is based on the belief that the artist must have commitment, historical 
perspective, flexibility, risk-taking and leadership abilities beyond technical skill and talent.  Since 

product is also important, however, you will also devote much time to refining and revising your 

work, and you will participate in a jury of peers to select your best current work to polish and 

share with a larger audience. 

 
The Center‘s philosophy of teaching nurtures variety of work and independence of thought rather 

than uniformity, and is particularly well suited to the development of individual abilities.  Please 

bear in mind, however, that such intellectual and artistic freedom demands much responsibility 

from you—the extent of your personal growth will depend on the commitment, concentration and 

hard work you are willing to invest in your studies this summer.   

 
Your progress at CCY will be documented in written evaluations, a copy of which will be sent to 

you, your school and to colleges (upon your request) in the fall. Some Connecticut School districts 

will award .5 - 1.5 high school credits for successfully completing the program. In general, after the 

four-week residency, it has been our experience that students clearly show increased competence 

in their art works, and in their social relationships.  The CCY experience often aids students in 
college and in careers by helping to develop: 

 

 The ability to understand and appreciate the unique qualities of each of the arts. 

 The ability to appreciate how people of various cultures have used the arts to express 
themselves. 

 The ability to understand and appreciate different artistic styles and works from representa-
tive historical periods and cultures. 

 Some knowledge of the social and intellectual influences affecting artistic form. 

 The ability to use the skills, media, tools, and process required to clearly express themselves 
in one or more of the arts. 

 

 
On behalf of the entire CCY staff, we welcome each of you to CCY and ask you to take full 

advantage of the unique experience of living among mentors who have dedicated their lives to the 

arts. 

 

     
 
Lisa Foss, Program Coordinator   Kim Stroud, General Director 
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REGISTRATION INFORMATION 

 

Sunday, June 28, 2015 
Hewitt Lounge 

Wesleyan University, Middletown, CT  06459 

 

 

 
12:00 - 2:00pm 

 

Registration: Room assignments and move-in.  Hewitt Lounge. 

 

Please arrive at the time listed below, according to the first letter of your 

last name to reduce time spent waiting in line.  

 

After students register, a CCY staff member will direct you to a location to drop 
off luggage and belongings. 

 

  Last Name Letter  Time 

    A through G              12:00 - 12:30pm 

    H through Q  12:45  - 1:15pm 
    R through Z                1:30 -  2:00pm 

 

Late arrivals can only be accommodated under special arrangements. 

 

NOTE:  Park in the ―E‖ lots off Wyllys Avenue, in Lot ―V‖ off Vine Street or on 

the street (Vine street or Mt. Vernon Street) and then report to the Registration 
Area. After Registration, where you will receive your dorm keys, you can move 

your car to the Foss Hill Circle, where you will find the area sectioned off for 

unloading suitcases, etc.  You must unload everything, leave the student with 

belongings, and then re-park the car before moving the student into their 

room. This will greatly help the traffic flow and efficiency of the day – so thank 
you in advance for your cooperation.   

 

3:00pm Parents say goodbye to students.  

Parent Meeting* in CFA Hall. (*optional, not mandatory) 

Student Orientation and Campus Tours beginning on the Hewitt Patio. 

(mandatory) 
 

5:00 - 6:00pm Dinner for students and RA staff at USDAN University Center. 

 

7:00pm 

 

Evening Improv program (‘92 Theater) 

 
10:30pm Curfew 

 
 

For parents or guardians wishing to stay overnight in the Middletown area, there are many options 

in the area, a few of which are listed below: 

       

  The Inn at Middletown – (860) 854 – 6300  

Radisson Hotel, Cromwell (Route 372)- (860) 635-2000 
Comfort Inn, Cromwell (Route 372) - (860) 635-4100 

Courtyard by Marriott, Cromwell (Route 372) – (860) 635-1001 

Ramada Inn, Meriden (275 Research Parkway) – (203) 238-2380 
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TRAVEL INFORMATION 
 

For detailed travel information, visit http://www.wesleyan.edu/about/traveltowes.html 
 

TRAIN: Amtrak train service arrives and departs from Meriden, about eight miles from 

campus.  Call (800) 872-7245. Taxi service is available from Meriden with advance 

reservations.  

 

BUS: Follow this link: http://www.middletownareatransit.org/busschedules.php 
 

CAR: Connecticut state highways 9, 17, 66, and 372 converge in Middletown.  The 

Merritt/Wilbur Cross Parkway (CT Route 15), I-84, and I-91 are the superhighways  

which come within a few miles of Middletown.   

 
From Hartford and points north: Take I-91 South to Exit 22 South on to Route 9 

South.  From Route 9 take Exit 15 which puts you on Route 66 West (Washington 

Street).  Drive over train tracks and follow Washington Street to the 4th stoplight, 

turn left onto High Street, follow to second light (Church Street), turn right on to 

Church St., go slowly and take right turn on to Vine Street. and park in the lot on 

the left, or find nearby street parking. 
 

From New Haven and points south: Take I-95 to I-91 North to exit 22S.  From 

Route 9 take exit 15 which is Route 66 West (Washington Street).  Drive over train 

tracks and follow Washington Street to the 4th stoplight, turn left onto High Street, 

follow to second light (Church Street), turn right on to Church St., go slowly and 
take right turn on to Vine Street. and park in the lot on the left, or find nearby street 

parking. 

 

 From Waterbury and points west: Take I-84 East to I-691.  Follow to I-91 North.  

Please follow directions above from ‗points south‘.   

 
From Boston and points northeast: Take the Mass Pike (I-90) West to I-84 West.   

Take I-91 South at Hartford to exit 22 South, Route 9 South. Please follow 

directions above from ‗points north‘. 

 

PLANE: Bradley International Airport, located north of Hartford, is about 40 minutes away 
from Middletown.   

 

Service is also available to the Radisson Hotel in Cromwell through Radisson‘s 

―preferred taxi service.‖  Contact the Radisson at (860) 635-2000.    

 

Eddy‘s Taxi, (860) 558-4825 connects from the Cromwell hotels to the Wesleyan 
campus.  Call for reservations and schedule.   

 

Connecticut Limousine, (800) 472-5466, makes connections to JFK, LaGuardia and 

Newark Airports, departing from Hartford and New Haven.   

 
AA Cab & Livery service available from Bradley Airport to Wesleyan University 

campus (860) 573-6916.   

  

http://www.middletownareatransit.org/busschedules.php
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2015 CCY RESIDENTIAL STAFF 

Frankie Alicea „05, Residential Director, Theatre 

Frankie Alicea spent most of his developmental years playing every sport his father could 
guilt him into before finding a home in a theater, much to his father‘s confusion and mild 

chagrin. That history has driven him to find and create safe spaces for young people to find 

themselves - spaces that baby Frankie needed. A graduate of the Tisch School of the Arts at 

New York University, Frankie trained at the Experimental Theater Wing, focusing heavily on 

theatrical composition, structure, and education. Teaching classes throughout NYC and CT, 
he spends a good amount of his time working with some brilliant young people. When he 

isn‘t learning alongside his students, he spends his time acting, devising, bartending, and 

re-reading Harry Potter. 

 

Amanda DeBisschop „04, Assistant Residential Director, Creative Writing 

Amanda DeBisschop is a high school English teacher by trade, a translator by pipe dream, 
and a poet by some ineffable mystery.  She graduated from Marlboro College (Marlboro, VT) 

in 2010 with a degree in Languages, Literature and Writing, with concentrations in the 

Ancient Greek Language and Contemporary American Poetry. Her graduate thesis was a 

piece titled, ―when i think of love, i think of you,‖ which consisted of a translation of Plato‘s 

Symposium, a critical analysis of Galway Kinnell‘s Book of Nightmares, and a collection of 
original poetry. She went on to receive a Masters in the Art of Teaching for Social Justice 

from the Marlboro Graduate School (Brattleboro, VT) in 2012.  In her meager free time, 

Amanda is a co-founder and administrator of an arts residency called The Institute for 

Days Spent Making.  She also does lots of crosswords. 

 

Amy Bentley „07, Head Residential Advisor 
Amy Bentley is an enthusiastic actress and Behavior Intervention Specialist. Amy graduated 

from Western Connecticut State University with a Bachelor‘s degree in Theater Performance 

and is over joyed to be returning to the amazing and creative environment that is CCY! Amy 

is fortunate to have been able to use her training to perform in some amazing places 

including: Edinburgh Scotland, New York City, New Hampshire and of course all around 
Connecticut.  Some notable work includes: Twelfth Night, Equus, Sweeney Todd and Three 

Sisters. Amy recently filmed for Tell Tale Lies which will air on Lifetime in October. She 

cannot wait to meet all of your smiling faces!  

 

Residential Advisors  

 
Elle Bayles '09 

Rachel Housle '08 

Aaron Libby ‗01 

John Marinelli '12  

Alexa Patrick '11  
Ethan Rode '11  

Virginia Winters-Troche '07 

Dan Bachman ‗11 

 

Lexi Chipman ‗11 

Trezon Dancey   

Rita Frenzel ‗11  

Regina Melady ‗12 

Nina Pollock ‗10 
Ashley Stanford ‗10 

Elizabeth Vamos ‗12 

 

 

CCY Residential Advisors (RAs) are mostly comprised of former CCY students who have continued 

their involvement in the arts during and after college.  The objective of the advising staff is to 
develop an enjoyable, cohesive community atmosphere in the dormitories.  Each RA is a mature 

and understanding individual who can help you with any personal or social problems which may 

arise.  In addition, each RA is a talented artist who can assist you in your art form and leadership 

project.  Feel free to consult with your assigned RA, or with any of the RAs, about any matter. 
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 ARTS – AS PARTICPANT AND AUDIENCE 

 

EXPECTATION OF BEHAVIOR AND STUDENT PARTICIPATION 

In any community, organization is necessary.  Structure protects the rights of every individual and, 

at the same time, promotes community spirit; it exists to serve you. You are expected to adhere to 

the guidelines set by the faculty and staff and respect the rules and boundaries of the program. 
 

CLASSES 

Listening, participating, studying, and completing assignments are essential to learning as much 

as possible from your classes.  We ask that you consistently put forth your best effort in all classes 

and workshops.  CCY values ―process‖ over ―product‖ in our approach – because when you invest 

fully in the process, your product will ultimately be more refined. 
 

BEHAVIOR 

Please behave at all times in a manner which reflects pride upon you, your family, and CCY.  We 

expect cooperation and appropriate behavior at all times during your stay. You must show 

respect for all instructors, visiting artists, residential staff, Wesleyan employees, and your fellow 

students.  
 

ATTENDANCE AND PUNCTUALITY 

You must be in class every day and on time.  Four weeks gives us barely enough time to 

accomplish all that we would like.  We expect you will take full advantage of this program by 

attending all classes and required activities and as many other activities as you can. 

Disciplinary action will be taken in the case of tardiness to or absence from class. 

Each student registered for the Center for Creative Youth residency is expected to participate in 
all aspects of the program in order to fully benefit from the program.  While attendance at some 

workshops may be voluntary, on-time attendance at all classes, performances, leadership 

classes, and other events is mandatory. Your attendance at these events is both a privilege and 

an obligation and should be taken seriously.  Instructors will notify the CCY office of any 

absences or of chronic tardiness on a daily basis. RAs and administrative staff will decide on 
appropriate disciplinary action to promote responsible behavior by the student. 

Families planning vacations or employment for their child during the residency should consider 

sending their children another summer. The intense CCY schedule makes it impossible for any 

student to both take outside employment and to attend CCY. Any student missing any portion 

of the program may not be able to perform on one or both of the Share Days, may have a 

reduction in scholarship assistance, or, in extreme circumstances, may be asked to leave the 
program.  
 

JOURNALS 

One of the personal tools of an artist is the skill of journal keeping.  We encourage you to jot 

down ideas, thoughts, reactions, challenges, triumphs, etc. for your personal use. This may be 

required by your arts instructors. They will guide you in the use of the journal for their 
purposes. Previous participants have said that re-reading this record of a year in their lives has 

given them great insight.   
 

MEETINGS 

Students are required to attend all weekly meetings with their RAs, as well as periodic meetings 

with the Residential Director, Program Coordinator, and/or General Director.  
 

LEADERSHIP PROJECT PREPARATION 

In addition to pursuing your major art area and exploring the relationships among the various 

arts in the interdisciplinary workshops, another important component of your CCY experience 

will be the planning and carrying out of an Arts Leadership Project in your school or 

community.  Your RAs will meet with you as a community, and on an individual and small 
group basis, to assist you in planning your project. Fostering leadership skills useful to 

developing artists will be stressed in both morning and afternoon classes.  What is the place of 

the arts in society?  What is the role of artists, administrators and others in supporting the arts 

as a vital part of life?  Through meeting and talking with artists of all kinds, as well as working 

with the CCY staff in planning your project, you will gain an understanding of who you are in 

relation to your art form and how, as an artist and leader, you can make others more aware of 
and receptive to the arts. You are encouraged to start thinking about a variety of ideas you 

might like to try. During the school year, the CCY staff will be available to discuss the progress 

of your Arts Leadership Project and to offer advice and criticism if requested.  You will also be 
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asked to make regular reports to the CCY office, and you are encouraged to contact the office 

staff for assistance and advice. 
 

COLLEGE PREPARATION 
CCY faculty members and RAs can also provide you with the insiders‘ advice and information 

about arts careers and education from their professional perspectives.  If you think you might 

apply to Wesleyan sometime in the future, note that the Wesleyan Office of Admission holds a 

special information session for CCY students and informal discussion with a Wesleyan 

Admissions officer who will speak to all interested CCY students in a group Q& A format. CCY‘s 
College Day brings representatives from over 30 colleges, universities, and arts programs to 

campus exclusively for our CCY students. These representatives will answer any questions you 

might have and can provide you with more information about applying to their institutions. 
 

EVALUATIONS 

At the end of the program, your major art form and interdisciplinary instructors will fill out 
evaluation forms assessing how well you met the objectives they set for their classes, taking into 

account your previous training, ability upon entering CCY, and progress observed during the 

summer.  In addition, your Residential Advisors will assess how you handled the social and 

artistic responsibilities of the dormitory.  These comments may offer constructive criticisms 

about areas for you to work on in the future and/or congratulations about good work 

accomplished during the summer. Evaluations are meant to help you continue to progress and 
to encourage you on to further studies.  In the fall, the CCY office staff will prepare all the 

evaluation forms and mail copies to both you and your local school contact person.  Look at 

them as documentation of your work and personal experience at CCY; if you put a lot of effort 

into the program, they will reflect your growth and development.  Please feel free to attach these 

to your college applications or include them to support your requests for awards and 
scholarships.  It has been our experience that the CCY evaluation and experience is a valuable 

component of a college application. 
 

ACADEMIC CREDIT 

There are currently 83 Connecticut districts that have decided to award up to 1.5 credits to 

students who successfully complete the CCY summer residency and implement their 
Leadership/Community project in the year following the summer experience.  This means that 

CCY will recommend which students should be awarded credit, but it is up to each Connecticut 

district to decide to award credit on student transcripts.  To recognize the commitment each 

student makes during summer and in completing their leadership project, school systems may 

choose to award .5, 1.0 or our recommended 1.5 credits towards high school graduation 

requirements. 
All students spend a total of at least 350 direct learning hours working on their major 

art form and interdisciplinary classes, open studio/practice hours, and leadership sessions. 

Classroom work is enhanced by the learning gained from over 30 hours of attendance at CCY 

summer workshops, performances and field trips. Students from outside of Connecticut are 

encouraged to discuss the matter of credit allocation directly with their Boards of Education.  
The state statute for Connecticut and the information in the preceding paragraph may be used 

as a guide; however each state adheres to their own rules and regulations regarding the 

awarding of credit. We recommend you begin the conversations with out-of-state districts as 

soon as possible. We will talk with representatives from your schools as needed. 
 

OPEN CLASS/FAMILY SHARE DAY 
CCY welcomes families, friends, teachers and alumni to attend our Family Open-Class Share 

Day. It will be held this summer on Saturday, July 18 from 10:00AM to 4:00 PM. This is a 

joyous day of sharing the process of art-making as our students demonstrate how much they 

have learned in just three weeks at CCY. Parents/Guardians and friends may have lunch with 

CCY students. You may bring a picnic lunch, or may purchase lunch in the Dining Hall.  

All students who have lunch with family and friends are expected back in the arts buildings 
promptly after lunch to participate in the afternoon Interdisciplinary Classes‘ open classes. 
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RESIDENTIAL LIFE 
THINGS TO BRING 

Necessary items include:  

 sheets (extra-long twin sheets work best)  

 light blanket 

 pillow 

 towels 

 alarm clock 

 laundry bags & laundry soap 

 clothes hangers  

 art form-specific supplies 

 cameras 

 musical instruments and other necessary equipment, such as (small) amps, drumsticks, extra 
reeds, metronomes, guitar tuners, etc. 

 portable fan: small standing or table fan (NOT a window fan or air-conditioner) 

 umbrella or other rain gear 

 water bottle (Wesleyan does not sell bottled water. Water fountains and water bottle filling 
stations are available in the dorms and other campus buildings.) 

 toiletry articles, such as: toothpaste, soap, deodorant, shampoo, and Band-Aids. Sunscreen and 
insect repellent are highly recommended.  

 

Optional personal and room decor items such as:  

 books you might want 

 reading or desk lamp 

 athletic equipment (tennis racket, balls, games, Frisbees, etc.) 

 writing supplies (including stamps and envelopes) for your personal use  

 swim suit and bathing caps (required for both males and females in the Wesleyan swimming 
pool)  

 small stereo or other music-playing device 

 small refrigerators 

 Coffee makers and water kettles are only allowed if they have an automatic shut-off.  
 
The following are NOT allowed to be used during classes, meetings, performances or in the dining 

hall UNLESS SPECIFICALLY APPROVED BY A FACULTY OR STAFF MEMBER FOR AN 

ASSIGNMENT: 

 Mobile phones/smartphones  

 Headphones  

 Laptop computers or tablets (except with special permission) 
We want to encourage students to connect with their peers and engage the community.  

Respectful use of technology is strictly enforced.   

 
Students are responsible for their own musical instruments and other personal property and 

equipment.  Please see that all valuables (instruments, cameras, jewelry, etc.) are covered by your 

personal insurance. Please understand that CCY cannot be held responsible for damage or loss 

of valuable personal property.  Students must follow the safety rules explained by Residential 

Advisors in order to assure the security of personal items. 
 

THINGS NOT TO BRING 

 Television 

 Air conditioner 

 Cooking devices (including hot plates, George Foreman grills, etc.)  

 Candles and incense  
PLEASE NOTE: If students bring these items, they will be taken and held until the end of the 

program. 

 
CCY has a strict zero-tolerance policy for drugs and alcohol. Students found using or in 

possession of drugs and alcohol will immediately be expelled from the program.  No exceptions. 
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DRESS 

Casual wear (jeans, shorts, tee-shirts, sandals, sneakers) is appropriate anywhere on campus.  

Summers can be hot in Middletown and the dorms are not air-conditioned, so be sure to bring 
clothes that will keep you cool yet are appropriate for an academic setting.  

All classrooms and other facilities are air-conditioned; the dorms are not.   

Casual wear will not be permitted at evening concerts and may not be allowed for Open Class 

Family Day.  We do not ask for formal attire, but appropriate clothing such as dresses, shoes, 

sandals, button-down shirts, and dress pants is required for public performance events: No flip-

flops, tee shirts, torn or disheveled clothing.  Also, all areas of the body must be covered 
appropriately. 

You should bring old clothes for work in the studios, dancewear for the dance program.  Another 

thing to consider is packing a few items that can serve as costumes and something fun to wear for 

Saturday night dances.   

 
ROOMS AND ROOMMATES  

Students should expect to live in single or double rooms. Roommate assignments will be made 

without racial, religious, or economic discrimination, but with an effort to blend different art form 

majors and geographic residents.  

You will be informed of your room assignment when you register.   

Dormitory halls are single sex. 
The Hewitt residence halls, where you will be housed, have lounge areas, central bathroom 

facilities on each hall, and rooms containing furnishings adequate for your needs: beds, desks, 

desk chairs, limited closet space, dressers, and shelves.   

Maid service is not provided, so be prepared to make your own bed, clean your own room, and 

keep the shared bathrooms tidy.  
No pets of any kind are permitted in the residence halls.   

Also, since the Hewitt dorm rooms are not air-conditioned.  You are encouraged to bring a small 

standing or table fan (NOT a window fan or air-conditioner). 

Students will be held responsible for all damage to or graffiti on Wesleyan property, including their 

rooms and halls.  Any furniture or furnishings that are moved must be returned to the original 

positions by checkout.  At check-out on that date, RAs will use a check-off list to make sure that all 
Wesleyan property in the rooms has been left in order, undamaged, and clean.   

 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS 

At registration, students are issued an identification card, which should be carried at all times. In 

addition to identifying CCY students, the card also gives students access to the dorm buildings, 
dining hall for meals, athletic facilities, laundry machines and may be used to check out library 

books.  Guard it carefully and note section on keys and the high replacement costs.  If you do lose 

yours, notify your Residential Advisor and the CCY office at once; they will help you check the lost-

and-found and make arrangements for a replacement card. Money for laundry fees may be added 

to the ID cards in $5 increments by bringing cash to Registration or to the CCY office.  

 
KEYS  

Each student will be issued two keys: a dormitory room key and an ID keycard. NOTE: If a 

dormitory room key is lost, the lock will be changed and the student will be charged $80 per key 

(if the room is a double the new key charge is $85) If the ID/dormitory/dining/athletic facilities 

keycard is lost, the fee for replacing this access card is $20.  CCY will not cover the fees for lost 
keys, so families are wise to discuss this issue and make sure students understand the need to be 

careful with their keys and cards. Students with outstanding key fines will not receive their 

end-of-program evaluations until they clear their accounts.   

 

MEALS 

Three meals a day, breakfast, lunch, and dinner, will be served at USDAN University Center, except 
for Sundays when brunch and dinner are served.  Because mealtime is an important time for social 

exchange and general relaxation, all students are expected to be present at all mealtimes, unless 

they are on a field trip or special excursion.  

Parents and guests are welcome on a cash basis on Sunday at Brunch only. Or families can bring 

a picnic and enjoy the campus!   

Food allergies may be discussed with CCY and Dining Hall staff. Dining services is accustomed to 
serving vegetarian and vegan students and staff, as well as those with allergy restrictions. 
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TELEPHONES 

Mobile phones for students are permitted, with some restrictions. Students may not use phones 

during class time, in the dining hall, or at performances or other mandatory events unless part of a 

specific assignment from their classes. Respectful use of technology is advised.  Wesleyan is an 

open campus, and students must be take responsibility for their personal items, such as their 
phones. CCY is not responsible for damage to or loss of phones or other property.  

Important/ emergency messages for students may be left at the CCY office (860-685-3307) between 

8:30a.m. - 4:30p.m. You may also send us an e-mail at lfoss@crec.org   

Important: Do not use the Public Safety Emergency number (860)685-3333 unless you are truly 

faced with an emergency.  Their number for routine calls is (860) 685-2345.  If you need to contact 
Public Safety, please speak to a Residential Advisor first if at all possible and limit direct calls to 

emergency situations.  

 

LAPTOPS AND TABLETS 

Laptops and tablets are permitted only in the dorms, unless they are being used for a specific 

assignment from a faculty member. If laptops are requested for use outside the dorms, consent 
must come through the main office. CCY is not responsible for damage to or loss of property. 

 

CURFEW AND QUIET HOURS 

The curfew Sunday through Friday is 10:30 p.m. On Saturday curfew is 11:00 p.m.  This means 

that you must be in the dorm and standing by your room on your hall by this time.  RAs will do a 
check-in every evening.  Quiet hours will be observed during the week from 11:00 p.m. to 7:00 a.m. 

and from 11:00 p.m. to 11:00 a.m. on Sundays.  Each Residential Advisor will decide what consti-

tutes an acceptable noise level and take appropriate action if the noise becomes excessive. 

Wesleyan Public Safety officers are on duty 24/7 for any emergencies. 

 

SMOKING POLICY 
It is the policy of Wesleyan University that smoking is not permitted in any campus building 

including all offices and work areas occupied by more than one person, University vehicles, 

hallways, conference rooms, elevators, athletic facilities, rest rooms, dormitories, etc.  People who 

smoke in public areas outdoors should respect the wishes of non-smokers. Further, the Capitol 

Region Education Council policy prohibits smoking within the workplace or within any office 
facility and within the school during school hours and during any school activity.  Students are 

only permitted to smoke in one designated area near the dorms. 

 

LAUNDRY FEES 

Washers and dryers, which are located in the dormitories, are operated with the ID/Activity card.  

Laundry fees are sold in $5.00 increments.  Each machine costs $1.25 per use. ($1.25 to wash, 
$1.25 to dry = $2.50 per ―load.‖) Additional money can be added to these cards in $5.00 

increments.   We recommend students begin with $10.00 to cover all 4 weeks – Dancers may want 

to start with $15.00. Please have this money (cash or check) ready at registration time.  Remember 

to bring your own detergent. 

 
MAIL DELIVERY  

 

Student‘s Name 
CENTER FOR CREATIVE YOUTH 

Wesleyan University 
45 Wyllys Avenue 

Middletown, CT  06459 

 

 

 

 
 

 

mailto:lfoss@crec.org
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SPENDING MONEY  

There is a very limited need for spending money.  A convenience store is operated on campus, as 

well as some vending machines. If parents have signed a consent form, on the weekends students 
will be allowed to walk to downtown Middletown under RA supervision only.  There are several 

restaurants, an ice cream shop, coffee shops, pharmacies, movie theaters, etc.   

Although extra money is really not needed, about $20 per week spending money would be more 

than enough for personal needs and miscellaneous expenses.  The cost of all activities sponsored 

by CCY is included in the tuition and room and board fees.   

 
RECREATIONAL FACILITIES 

During the limited amount of available free time, students may make use of Wesleyan‘s tennis, 

volleyball and basketball courts, playing fields, and running tracks with RA supervision.  Your 

CCY/Wesleyan I.D. will enable you to use the Freeman Athletic Center, including the pool and the 

weight rooms. Freeman will be open 7:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m., Monday through Friday, with the pool 
available from 7:15 a.m. to 8:30 a.m. and other times to be determined Monday through Friday.   

NOTE:  Students are ONLY allowed to use the pool with Residential Advisor approval and 

supervision.  
 

LIBRARY PRIVILEGES  

CCY students may use Wesleyan University libraries.  Before charging out books for the first time, 

students must bring their CCY/Wesleyan I.D. cards to Olin Library between the hours of 9 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. to be coded into the computer system.  All books must be returned and all overdue fees 

must be paid by July 22nd.   

Heavy fines ($85.00) will be charged by Wesleyan University for books that are not returned.  We 

urge students to return books IN PERSON, and NOT through the night depository.  CCY will not 

pay charges for unreturned books, and you will be billed directly if they are missing. 

 

COMPUTING FACILITIES 

PC and MAC computers are available for word processing (for Creative Writers and others) during 
the summer in three labs on campus, the libraries and the USDAN Student Center where we dine.  

Computers are equipped with Word Perfect and Microsoft Word for Windows.  These computers 

can also be used for checking personal email. Wifi access is available throughout the campus and 

will be provided upon arrival on campus for all students. 

For hours and locations see:  www.wesleyan.edu/its/labs/hours. 

 
RELIGIOUS SERVICES  

Middletown has services for numerous religions; most are within a few blocks of campus. A 

parent/guardian permission note will suffice to allow student to attend services, unsupervised (not 

escorted by an Advisor), as long as the Advisor is told where and when student is going, and times 

for departure and return. Places of worship include Bethel Apostolic (520 East Main St.); 
Fellowship Baptist Church (Brooks Rd.); Church of St. Mary (19 South Main St.), St. John Church 

(19 St. John‘s Sq.), St. Sebastian R.C. Church (155 Washington St.) [Catholic]; Christian Science 

Church & Reading Room (63 Broad St.); First Church of Christ (190 Court St.) [Congregational]; 

Church of the Holy Trinity (381 Main St.) [Episcopal]; St. Paul (76 High St.) [Lutheran]; First United 

(24 Church St.) [Methodist]; Middletown Friends Meeting Clerk (30 Gordon Place) [Quaker]; 

Congregation Adath Israel (48 Old Church St.) [Synagogue]. 
 

RIGHT OF ENTRY 

The Center for Creative Youth, its officers, employees, and agents shall have the right to enter all 

areas in and around the Residence Hall, including rooms and storage areas assigned for a 

Resident‘s use, without the Resident present for the purpose of routine inspection and repair, and 
the preservation of health, safety or quiet.  School officials also have the right to enter all areas in 

and around the Residence Hall, including rooms and storage areas assigned for a Resident‘s use, 

when there are reasonable grounds to suspect that laws or school policies are being violated by the 

Resident. 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.wesleyan.edu/its/labs/hours
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VISITORS AND GUESTS GUIDELINES 

 

Because the CCY schedule is packed full of activities and events, we respectfully ask that parents 
and families stay within the guidelines for visitation, to limit disruptions to the programming and 

staffing schedule.  

 If family is dropping something off for a student, they may leave it in the CCY office during office 
hours 8:30am – 4:30pm.  Students may not miss/leave class or mandatory events to retrieve 

packages. Students will be notified when they have a delivery. 

 Guests from outside of CCY are welcome on Sundays from 11:00 am until 5:00 p.m. ONLY please. 
Guests should meet students outside of the Hewitt Dormitories. NO GUESTS ARE ALLOWED 

INTO THE DORMS.  If a parent or family member needs access to a student‘s room, a residential 
advisor must be present to escort them to and from the building.   

 Guests are generally not permitted during the week or at CCY activities (i.e., classes, workshops, 
coffeehouses, Saturday night dances), although guests are welcome to attend the Wesleyan CFA 

Summer Series events (open to the public), Tuesday Noon Time Talks and the July 18th Open 

Class Family Share Day.   

 Sunday Guests should be introduced to Residential Advisors and must follow CCY rules while in 
the community. We ask parents and students to help respect these important safety and privacy 

rules. 

 Absolutely NO overnight visitation is permitted.  
 

LEAVING CAMPUS 

 

If a student must leave campus for any reason, the student's parent or guardian must 

complete an official Leave Request.   

 Prior to the leave date requested, you must submit a completed and signed Leave Request form, 
which may be found on the CCY website, or can be emailed to you.  

 Any Leave Request to take a student off campus must be reviewed and approved by the 
Residential Director and/or the Program Director on a case by case basis.  

 Phone requests will be accepted only in cases of emergency.   

 At the time of departure, the student must notify their RA or Residential Director that they are 
leaving. Please be sure they alert them when they return to campus, as well. 

 Note that students may not leave campus in a car with anyone but their parent/guardian or 
officially designated and approved adult over the age of 21. Such an action may result in 

student suspension or expulsion from the program. 

 

CHECKOUT DAY PROCEDURES 
 

On the final morning of CCY, checkout will take place in the same space where you registered on 

the first day. Checkout begins at 8:00am and generally ends by 11:00am. 

 Parents will need to arrive on campus between 8:00am-10:00am, park in one of the designated 
areas, meet your child and enter the check-out line.  

 Students must have their rooms inspected prior to checkout, and they will receive a checkout 
form signed by their Residential Advisor (RA). You may then move your car close to the dorm 

area for loading. Please move your car as soon as it is packed with your child‘s belongings.  

 RAs will use a check-off list to make sure that all Wesleyan property in the rooms has been left 
in order, undamaged, and clean. Students will be held responsible for all damage to or graffiti on 

Wesleyan property, including their rooms and halls.  Any furniture or furnishings that are moved 

must be returned to the original positions by July 25th.   

 Those owing books or key fines will not receive their end-of-program evaluations until 
they clear their accounts.   
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HEALTH AND SAFETY 
 

PARENT CONTACT 

We must be able to reach you in case of emergency. The Directors of CCY require that families have 

an unblocked telephone number where family can be reached at all times in case of emergency. 

―Blocked‖ phone numbers must be unblocked for the four weeks of the program, or a different 
emergency number where parents/guardians can be reached must be provided. This is for your 

child‘s safety! 

 

PERMISSIONS 

If the general permission form has been filled out and signed by a student‘s parents/guardians, 

CCY reserves the right to take its participants to places of recreation and points of interest without 
further notice or consent from parents/guardians. 

 

FULL DISCLOSURE  

Parents/guardians of students with medical/emotional/behavioral health concerns that require 

special precautions of any sort must disclose this information on the health form.  This includes 
students who are participating in a chemical dependency treatment or aftercare program.  It is 

essential that parents/guardians, students and staff recognize any special needs in advance.  

The Residential Director or the Nurse must be informed if a parent becomes aware of special 

medical/emotional/behavioral concerns that arise after a student has moved into the dorm.   

A Special Needs Contract may be written to clarify specific needs and accommodations.  Failure to 

abide by special needs contracts may result in review of needs and contract, and possible removal 
from the program. 

A student‘s ability to register and enter the program is contingent upon the CCY health form 

completely filled out and signed by the examining physician and parent/guardian, and any other 

needed permissions, be filed in the CCY office. 

 
HEALTH REQUIREMENT 

A Connecticut statute requires that all students at post-secondary Connecticut institutions have 

proof on file at their school that they meet the criteria of adequate immunization against measles.  

The criteria are: two doses of measles vaccine, the first dose given after 1968 and after the 

student‘s first birthday, and the second dose given after 1979 with a minimum of 30 days between 

the doses, and one dose of rubella vaccine administered after the first birthday, OR a blood test 
showing measles and rubella immunity, OR a signed affidavit that an individual will not receive 

vaccines on religious grounds.   

A student‘s ability to register and enter the program is contingent upon our approval of the CCY 

health form completely filled out and signed by the examining physician and parent/guardian, and 

any other needed signed permissions, to be filed in the CCY office by the deadline given. 

 
PERSONAL RECORDS  

Your student records are held as confidential information in the CCY office. This includes your 

application with all your audition information and supporting recommendations, your medical 

certificate and special nutrition and health needs form (which are filed for use by the nurse and the 

Residential Director), and your CCY evaluations which will be added to the file in the fall.  If 
necessary, you may make an appointment to verify that this information is correct. 

 

HEALTH SERVICES 

CCY nursing staff will be on duty: 

 Morning: 8:30am to 1:30pm, Monday through Friday for the duration of the program. 

 Evening: 5:00pm – 10:00pm Monday through Friday for the duration of the program.   

 Weekend: 10:00am – 12:30pm AND 6:00pm – 8:30pm. 
The nurse may be consulted without charge for any treatment which can be given in her office or 

for purposes of referral to a physician, psychiatrist or psychologist for special treatment. Students 
will be referred to their physicians by the nurse in cases where she determines further treatment is 

necessary.  When the RN/LPN is not on duty, students have the option of going to the Walk-In 

Clinic in Middletown. In an emergency, students will be taken by an RA and/or Wesleyan‘s Public 

Safety to the Emergency Room at the Middlesex Memorial Hospital, 28 Crescent Street, 3 minutes 

from campus.  Parents will be billed directly for all walk-in clinic or emergency room visits. 
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INSURANCE 
CCY students must be covered by their parents‘ or guardians‘ policies.  Parents or guardians are 

responsible for all medical/dental costs incurred while the students are in residence.  All 

information about the student‘s medical, dental and prescription insurance coverage must be filled 

out and returned to the CCY office, or else the student will not be allowed to register.   

 

REMOVAL FROM RESIDENCE HALL - SUSPENSION, OR EXPULSION 
CCY may immediately remove, suspend, or expel a student from the premises upon learning that 

student or parent has failed to make full and honest disclosure of the health and wellness 

information requested on the student application, or if the student‘s actions are found to be 

against Wesleyan University or CREC codes, or to be detrimental to the mental or physical well-

being of herself/himself or other students.   
Appropriate due process shall be provided to the student who is to be removed from the Residence 

Hall during the investigation period.  The student or parent/guardian shall have the right to 

present evidence through self or witness testimony for the purpose of requested re-admittance.  

The General Director‘s decision is final and not subject to appeal. 

The following conduct is prohibited. Any violations of these rules will automatically result in a 

conference with the General Director and/or Residential Director and may result in early curfews, 
removal from residency for 2-3 days, probation, suspension, or dismissal from the Center for 

Creative Youth. 

 

A. Theft of possessions—of fellow students, of the university, of the town residents, etc.  

Please respect other people‘s property.  Do not ―borrow‖ without asking. 
B. Vandalism, graffiti or damage to Wesleyan property (you will be required to pay costs 

for restoring any damages). 

C. Harassment—subjecting any person, group or class of persons to inappropriate,  

 intimidating, abusive, threatening or demeaning actions, verbal statements, 

gestures, or physical contact based on race, religion, gender, disability, ethnicity,                                                                                                                                         

national origin or sexual orientation. 
D. Possession or use of illegal drugs, drug paraphernalia, unauthorized prescription 

drugs, or alcoholic beverages. 

E. Leaving the dorms after curfew. 

F. Leaving campus without permission.  Under no circumstances may you leave campus 

in a car with anyone but your parents or other designated adult guardians and only 
with a signed permission of your parent/guardian on file in the CCY office. 

G. Walking downtown (off campus) without being accompanied by a Residential Advisor. 

H. Inviting guests from outside the CCY community into the dorms without permission.   

I. Maintaining or using a car during the program.   

J. Unexcused absence from or tardiness to classes, performances, workshops, etc. 

K. Trespassing in the Wesleyan tunnels (underground maintenance systems), in the 
cemetery after dark, trespassing in areas not designated for CCY use. This is grounds 

for immediate expulsion. 

L. Any other conduct that endangers persons or property or is disruptive of the 

educational process.  In general, any conduct deemed by the Directors to be detri-

mental to the best interests of the program, its staff, and participants. 
 

Students in the presence of any other student who is breaking CCY policy may be held equally 

responsible for violations. 

 

The disciplinary action taken against violators of the above rules is left to the discretion of the 

Resident Advisor, the Residential Director and the General Director.  The General Director reserves 
the right to immediately dismiss any student if this action is considered to be in the student‘s or in 

CCY‘s best interest. 

 

OFFICE OF PUBLIC SAFETY 

In case of emergency or imminent danger, blue lights throughout campus mark Public Safety 

telephones, which allow anyone to dial Public Safety, the CCY office or any other on-campus 
extensions. In case of true emergency, call Wesleyan‘s Office of Public Safety at (860) 685-3333.   
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Please report any problems to the CCY office, which will be open Monday through Friday from 8:30 

a.m. to 4:30 p.m.  The phone number is (860) 685-3307.  Routine Public Safety calls should be 

made to (860) 685-2345.   
Portions of the following information are quoted from Wesleyan‘s Director of Public Safety: 

Uniformed Public Safety Officers and Guards, with their headquarters located at 208 High Street, 

patrol the campus 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, on foot, on bicycle and in marked cruisers.  They 

are always ready to provide assistance or emergency services.  In non-emergency situations, during 

nighttime periods, their red cruise lights identify the patrol cars. Wesleyan‘s campus is an open 

one.  There are no protective boundaries or buffer zones, and therefore the campus is easily 
accessible to individuals not affiliated in any way with the University.  There are times, however, 

when it becomes necessary for Public Safety Officers or Guards to request proper identification.  

The Office of Public Safety defines proper identification as the Wesleyan University/CCY Iden-

tification/Key card. Such requests for identification are not often made and are made only out of 

concern for the lives and property of community members. Public Safety is also concerned about 
your rights, and as members of the campus community you have a right to an explanation of the 

grounds for identification requests either from the Officer or Guard or from his/her supervisor.   

Please carry your identification with you at all times, especially during the nighttime hours.   

 

SAFETY TIPS 

In a pre-college program you are learning to take responsibility for yourself while away from home 
on campus.  The Wesleyan Student Handbook suggests these general safety tips: 

 Use well-lit, well-traveled walkways. 

 Keep doors, rooms, windows and hall locked, especially when you leave your room or are asleep. 

 Report all criminal incidents and suspicious people to the Office of Public Safety immediately.     
The sooner you report it the more likely that Public Safety or the Police will be able to apprehend 

the perpetrator. 

 Do not leave belongings unattended. 

 Your first obligation is to your own well-being.  It is acceptable not to answer a question or 
acknowledge a request from a stranger.  When in a potentially dangerous situation, it‘s okay to 

make a scene. 

 Do not let anyone in your room unless you know the person is a fellow CCY student. Keep your 
door locked. 

 Don‘t give your name, address or phone number to a stranger on the phone.  If you receive an 
obscene or harassing phone call, hang up and notify your RA immediately. If the phone calls 

continue, contact Public Safety. 

 When you walk, keep alert and walk with a purpose. Look as if you know where you are going 
and present an air of confidence. 

 If you plan to do some walking, wear clothing and footwear that give ease and freedom of 
movement. 

 Walk in the middle of the sidewalk rather than too close to the curb or to buildings. 

 If you are being harassed from a vehicle, turn and walk in the opposite direction.  Try to head for 
lights and people or look for a Public Safety Officer. 

 Never walk alone at night.  There really is safety in numbers.                                                                                    

 Never get in a car with a stranger.  
 

REFUND POLICY 
A complete four-week program of instruction and residency, including materials and staffing has 

been planned for your child.  The policy of the Center for Creative Youth regarding refund of tuition 

and/or room and board payments in case of withdrawal or dismissal is as follows: 

The obligation to pay the charges for the full length of the Center for Creative Youth program prior 

to registration is unconditional, and no portion of such charges will be refunded or canceled, 
notwithstanding the subsequent absence, withdrawal, or dismissal of the student from the 

program. 
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EMERGENCY PROCEDURES 

 

MEDICAL OR PERSONAL SECURITY EMERGENCIES  

In the case of illness, accident, or other emergencies, CCY will make suitable arrangements for 
emergency care whether it is with your family physician, another physician or by any suitable 

medical facility.   

First line of aid - Find a Residential Advisor at the CCY dormitories, classrooms, or offices, 

whichever is closest. 

The Residential Advisor will call Public Safety (Ext. 2345) for transportation to the Wesleyan 
Davison Health Center, or to the Middlesex Memorial Hospital Emergency Room or an Urgent Care 

clinic.  

The Residential Advisor will call the CCY office from the Emergency Room and report the status of 

the emergency to the Residential Director or the General Director. 

If, for some unforeseen reason, you cannot find an Advisor right away and time is critical, then call 

Wesleyan Public Safety immediately and have them contact an RA or the Residential Director.  
Always notify a Residential Advisor of any emergency, even if you feel competent to handle it.  A 

CCY Residential Advisor should always accompany a CCY student to the Emergency Room. 

If you feel your personal safety is threatened, follow these guidelines: 

Notify an RA immediately.  Notify the nearest RA if yours is not nearby. 

Call Public Safety: 685-2345 (from campus phone x 2345; in true emergency, 685-3333 or x 3333).  
Tell them your location first, then your name.  Say you are from CCY and describe the problem. 

Do not take your own initiative to investigate suspicious persons or situations.  Go to your RA, 

your room with a friend or roommate. Your RA will report the incident to the Director.  

A psychological emergency is a situation that makes you believe someone may do harm to 

himself/herself or to others, either because he/she is mentally unstable at the moment or because 

he/she is in a drug/alcohol induced state. 
You should notify your RA immediately whether or not the person in question wishes you to do 

so. 

Watch over the person until help arrives. 

Your RA will notify the Residential Director. 

If you care about the long-term effects of a friend‘s actions, you must solicit the advice and 
perspective of an RA or Director or Public Safety Officer 

 

FIRE EMERGENCIES  

All fires in rooms or near the dormitories should be reported to Public Safety at 685-2345 (from 

campus phone Ext. 2345; in an emergency, 685-3333 or Ext.  3333.  

As you walk around campus, alert yourself to the locations of the Fire Department call boxes.  In 
an emergency, activate the nearest one available.   

The emergency number of the Middletown Fire Department is 911 (from campus phone dial 9-911).   

If you activate a Fire Alarm or call the Fire Department, you also need to advise Public Safety and 

the Wesleyan Switchboard of the emergency by dialing the switchboard number, 685-2000 or from 

campus, 0.   
In non-emergency situations, dial 346-8622 to reach the Middletown Fire Department.  

It is essential to keep hall doors locked and closed.  They are fire doors and keep fire from 

spreading. 
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WESLEYAN‟S “CFA SUMMER SERIES” 2015  

 

The summer series of events co-sponsored by Wesleyan‘s Center for the Arts (CFA) and CCY 

become an integral part of the CCY arts curriculum.  The cost of these events is included in the 

CCY Students‘ Tuition fees. 
 

The events listed below are open to the Public.  Please call the Wesleyan Box Office for tickets to 

the Special Events (860) 685-3355. 

 

 

 

NOONTIME SERIES ART TALKS 
Tuesdays at 12:10 p.m. (Free Admission) 
 
June 30 Elizabeth Willis, Poet     CFA Hall 

July 7       Marela Zacarias, Artist     CFA Hall 

July 14 Tamilla Woodard, Theater   CFA Hall 
July 21      Okwui Okpokwasili, Dance   Crowell Concert Hall 

 

 

EVENING CONCERTS (open to parents, families and the public)  

Please consult Center for the Arts website for complete listings and ticket prices. 
http://www.wesleyan.edu/cfa/events.html 
 
Student attendance required.   

   
SPECIAL EVENTS  
July 1  CFA Series Concert: Las Cafeteras – Outdoor Concert  

  CFA Green    7:00pm    

 
 

July 12 Neely Bruce Concert  

 CFA Theater   3:00pm 

 

 

July 16 Concert: Regina Carter Quartet (ticket purchase required) 
  Crowell Concert Hall 8:00pm 

 

 

July 18 CCY Open Class Family Day (10:00-4:00pm) 

  Registration at Crowell Concert Hall from 9:15am – 9:45 am 
Visitors will be escorted to classroom and exhibition spaces after registration.  

  Celebration cake on the CFA Green 4:00pm  

 

July 23 Marc Bamuthi Joseph – Work in Process 

  CFA Hall  8:00 pm 
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INTERDISCIPLINARY ART WORKSHOPS 

Students have the choice of two two-week interdisciplinary art workshops, designed to increase 

understanding of the relationship of art specialties to other disciplines. Read the workshop 
descriptions below, decide which interests you the most, and indicate your first, second, third, and 

fourth choices on the Interdisciplinary Choice Form. Every effort is made to place students in 

according to their interest; however there is no guarantee of placement. Interdisciplinary work-

shops meet weekdays from 2:00-4:00 p.m.  

 
BALLROOM/SWING DANCE and MORE… 
Social dance crazes are as old as time; it is the most popular dance form in terms of public 

awareness and direct participation. Social dance promotes couple and group interaction. 
Students will learn 6 – 8 popular partner dances taught in Ballroom Dance Studios, and they 

will explore the relationship between social dance and its historical and cultural influences.

 RoseMarie Libera, Instructor                                   
CREATIVE WRITING FOR NON-MAJORS 

During Creative Writing for Non-majors, students will have the opportunity to write and 
thoroughly edit and review 1-2 creative writing pieces (such as poems, short stories, novel 

excerpts, short plays or play excerpts, memoir, personal essay, etc.)  Students will also be given 

the opportunity to work through some aspects of the publication process by spending the last 

day of class compiling handmade class chapbooks.               Ginny Winters-Troche, Instructor 

 

JAVANESE GAMELAN  
At Wesleyan, undergraduates and graduate students have the opportunity to learn about other 

cultures by playing their music.  A favorite class is the Javanese Gamelan, an orchestra of 

gongs and metallophones, a two-stringed bowed lute, a wooden xylophone, a bamboo flute, and 

two-headed drums.  Wesleyan‘s beautiful red and gold leaf court-style gamelan was built over 
100 years ago in Java, an island in the country of Indonesia.  In Java, the gamelan provides the 

essential musical accompaniment for all-night puppet shows, dances, feasts, and ceremonies.  

Listeners have compared the sound of the gamelan to angels singing, a river running, and 

―moonlight poured over the fields.‖  Since the instruments range in difficulty from fairly easy to 

challenging, both musicians and non-musicians are invited to broaden their knowledge of world 
music, melody and rhythm in this class.  The course will also introduce students to other 

aspects of Indonesian culture, such as dance and puppet theater.                                       

                          I.M. Harjito, Instructor 

MUSICAL THEATER FOR NON-MAJORS 
Students will be introduced to basic principles of acting, vocal work, music, movement, and 

interpretation.  We will apply these principles while studying various genres of this most 

American invention, Musical Theater from the early 1940‘s through today. This course is for 

non-majors.                                                                              Ethan Nash, Instructor                                                           
     
PLAY WRITING 
The playwright is asked to present the private act of writing in its most public forum.  This class 

seeks to capitalize on the dual nature of play writing by including not only a daily writing lab, 

but also a collaborative approach to developing and presenting student work.  We will focus 

on creating believable dialogue, truthful characters and compelling dramatic action.  
Play Writing is open to all students in any discipline.                  Brian Jennings, Instructor                                                  
                                              
SONGWRITING WORKSHOP 
Songwriting Workshop is intended for students who write songs or who have musical ideas they 

would like to turn into completed songs.  We will stress creativity over formula, establishing a 

supportive environment where songwriters can work on their craft, collaborate with peers, and 

receive constructive feedback. Students will work together on daily assignments given by the 

teacher and then workshop the results with the whole class.  There will also be opportunities for 

students to receive feedback on individual compositions.  Each class session will also feature 
music analysis and discussion of musical terms.  This class is founded on the idea that any 

creative person can be a songwriter.  Basic instrumental or vocal skills are encouraged, but 

highly motivated non-musicians are also welcome.                                                         

                                  Kate Callahan, Instructor 
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SPOKEN WORD  
Instructor Alexa Patrick‘s favorite definition of Spoken Word is the one that speaks to, ―telling 
truth loudly.‖ This demands and validates the expression of every voice. Spoken Word includes 

the audience as part of the work, building a bridge. This workshop will be designed to maximize 

exposure to performance and writing styles as well as to maximize artistic growth from each 

student. Each class will consist of a free write to open the mind, a lesson, an example, a 

prompt, and sharing/feedback. This format will allow the students to accustom themselves to 

sharing their truth, understanding their writing style, and manipulating their writing style to 
make sure that their truth is understood or felt by the audience.        Alexa Patrick, Instructor 

 

STAGE COMBAT   
Introduction to Stage Combat (ISC):  Stage Combat is the illusion of violence for stage or 
screen.  Understanding the techniques of safe and effective performance combat is the primary 

goal. The student will build a solid foundation of footwork, attacks, and defenses, and explore 

movement and partnering techniques for stage combat.              David McCamish, Instructor 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    
SUMI-E PAINTING 
Sumi-e is a style of black-and-white calligraphic ink painting that originated in China and 

eventually was introduced into Japan by Zen monks around 1333. We will learn basic technique 

and composition of this traditional Japanese painting and concentrate on the four basic 

compositions of sumi-e: bamboo, chrysanthemum, orchid, and plum blossom. We will also 
study the works of the more famous schools, such as Kano. Students will create a portfolio of 

class exercises and their own creative pieces.              Keiji Shinohara, Instructor 

 
WEST AFRICAN DRUMMING AND DANCE 
This course is a non-stop, energetic exploration of the dynamic music, dance, song, and culture 

of West Africa.  All students experience firsthand a non-Western way of musical expression in 

preparation for outdoor concerts.  Appropriate for serious music, dance, and vocal students, as 

well as beginners from all arts areas!     
   Jocelyn Pleasant, Drumming Instructor and Jolet Creary, Dance Instructor 

 

THE CCY FACULTY AND ADMINISTRATION 

 
ADMINISTRATION 

 
KIM STROUD      GENERAL DIRECTOR  
Kim began working at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts in 1993 and has served as 
dance department chair, assistant director and director of the arts. Ms. Stroud‘s former 
positions include: Administrator for the Dance Programs for City Youth through the School of 
the Hartford Ballet, General Director and Dance Chair for the Center for Creative Youth at 
Wesleyan University and Head of the Diversity Committee for the International NETWORK of 
Performing and Visual Arts Schools. Ms. Stroud has been on faculty at the Martha Graham 
School of Contemporary Dance, the Alvin Ailey American Dance Center in New York City, SUNY 
Purchase, University of Hartford and The Hartford Conservatory.  She was a Principal Soloist 
with the Martha Graham Dance Company for eleven years, touring the world.  She has also 
danced and toured with the Metropolitan Opera Ballet, Your Arms Too Short to Box with God, 
performed in the Universal Studio film production of The Wiz, and as a guest artist with 
Katherine Dunham and the Gemini Dance Company. Ms. Stroud has been a master teacher for 
such institutions as the University of California at Santa Barbara, University of Southern 
California at Los Angeles, University of Connecticut, Eastern Connecticut State University, 
Randolf-Macon Women‘s College in Virginia, and the Duke Ellington School of the Arts in 
Washington D.C. Ms. Stroud received Teacher Recognition from The National Foundation for 
Advancement in the Arts in 2000 and from the Connecticut Dance Alliance in 2007. The 
National Dance Education Organization named Ms. Stroud Outstanding Dance Educator of the 
Year in 2005 and in 2009 she received the Teacher of the Year award from the International Arts 
Schools Network.  Ms. Stroud was selected to be a member of the International Dance Council 
of the United Nations in 2008. 
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LISA FOSS   PROGRAM COORDINATOR 

Lisa is the current Program Coordinator for the Center for Creative Youth at Wesleyan 
University. She served as the Education Director of Hartford Children‘s Theatre for many years, 

designing programs, as well as teaching, and directing shows for both the Education 

Department and the Main Stage. Subsequently, she worked for Hartford Stage as the Children‘s 

Theatre Implementation Manager. Lisa has also designed and taught programs for Three Rivers 

Community College, The Garde Arts Center, UCONN Community School of the Arts, Spirit of 

Broadway Theatre and others. Lisa is currently the President of the Board of Directors for 
Chestnut Street Playhouse in Norwich, CT. She continues to perform and direct, as well as 

teach private voice and acting throughout CT. She earned her BFA from Carnegie Mellon 

University in Musical Theatre (summa cum laude). Lisa has been a proud member of the Actor‘s 

Equity Association since 1995.   

 
ARTIST/INSTRUCTOR FACULTY 

 

CREATIVE WRITING FACULTY 

BRIAN JENNINGS  ID CLASS INSTRUCTOR – PLAY WRITING 

Brian Jennings is a Core Faculty member in the Theater Department at the Greater Hartford 

Academy of the Arts (GHAA). He also teaches acting at the University of Hartford and for the 
CCY/CulturArte program in Cape Verde. He has directed numerous productions for 

GHAA, including the 2007 production of Les Miserables and most recently, The Doll's House 
Project. His adaptation, RAVE: The Bacchae of Euripides-Remixed  was performed by Academy 

students at the 2005 Edinburgh Fringe Festival in Scotland. Brian‘s acting credits include 

productions for major regional theaters, Off Broadway, television, and radio. He was formerly a 

voicing actor for the National Theater of the Deaf. His original plays for young audiences have 
been performed throughout the United States. He currently has written the ―book‖ for a new 

musical which is in development. He holds degrees from the National Theater Conservatory and 

Princeton University. Brian was named 2004 ―Teacher of the Year‖ by the International Network 

of Performing and Visual Arts Schools, and was the recipient of a 2005 Surdna Arts Teachers 

Fellowship. In 2011 he was chosen to go to Cape Town as part of an artists exchange. 

 

PIT MENOUSEK PINEGAR  CREATIVE WRITING DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSON - FICTION INSTRUCTOR 

Pit Pinegar is a poet, fiction writer, essayist, playwright, and photographer. She has three books of 
poetry: Nine Years Between Two Poems, The Possibilities of Empty Space, and, The Physics of 
Transmigration (nominated for a 2006 Pulitzer Prize). For many years, she was a teaching artist at 

the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts; she has directed the Sunken Garden Poetry Festival‘s 

Urban Outreach Program for 18 years.  Pinegar has been a teaching director at the International 

Women‘s Writing Guild conference at Skidmore College in Saratoga Springs, NY and visiting writer 

in the University of New Orleans MFA program in Madrid, Spain. She has been writer- (or creator-) 

in-residence in a wide range of schools and universities.  She received a fellowship in fiction from 
the Connecticut Commission on the Arts and the Governor‘s Distinguished Advocate of the Arts 

Award. As a 2006 SURDNA Foundation Teaching Fellow, Pit spent six weeks in residence at 

Footpaths to Creativity on the Island of Flores in the Azores. She was a Fellow at the Helene V. 

Wurlitzer Foundation, in Taos, NM, in 2009.  Two of her book-length short fiction manuscripts 

were finalists in the Iron Horse Literary Review‘s Single Author Competition in the spring of 
2012.  Her most recent collection of stories, MESS: Stories of Women with Messy Lives (Selwa Press, 

2011) is currently available as an ebook. She is a contributor to the following recent anthologies: 
Gathered Light: The Poetry of Joni Mitchell's Songs (Three O'Clock Press, 2013, Sunken Garden 
Poetry: 1992-2011(Wesleyan University Press, 2012, and Visions, Voices, and Verses: Anthology for 
the New Britain Museum of American Art (Exiles Press, 2012) 

 
DANCE FACULTY 

JEANNE GIROIR   DANCE DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSON - BALLET INSTRUCTOR 

Originally from Texas, Jeanne Giroir studied at the School of American Ballet in NY on a Ford 
Foundation scholarship.  She danced with the Harkness Ballet, also in NYC, for two years 

before moving to Hartford.  A principal dancer for the Hartford Ballet for 15 years, she danced 

such roles as the Sugar Plum Fairy/Clara in ―The Nutcracker‖, Juliet in ―Romeo and Juliet‖, 

and the Maiden in ―Carmina Burana‖, along with works by George Balanchine, Anthony Tudor, 
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Michael Uthoff, Peter Martins, and Doris Humphrey.  After retiring from the stage, she was 

ballet mistress for the Hartford Ballet.  During her years there, she taught company class, 

rehearsed the company, and taught master classes in colleges and universities across the 
country.  She presently teaches at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts, The Hartt School, 

and at several other private dance studios in the area. 

NAZORINE ULYSSE   COMPOSITION AND REPERTORY INSTRUCTOR 

Nazorine Ulysse was born in Port au Prince, Haiti, started studying dance at East Rock Middle 

School in New Haven and is a graduate of Educational Center for the Arts. She received her 
B.F.A in Dance from the California Institute of the Arts, and M.F.A in Dance from Sarah 

Lawrence College. After completing her undergraduate degree she worked with Douglas Dunn 

on his European dance project. Ms. Ulysse studied with the Ririe Woodberry Dance Company 

in Utah and the Martha Graham School in New York City. She received her certification in 

Hatha Yoga in New York at the Open Center. After spending several years in N.Y.C. dancing, 
choreographing, and teaching, she returned to New Haven where she danced with Olivier 

Tarpara and pursued her own projects. She is the artistic director of Ulysse and Dancers and 

teaches at ACES/Educational Center for the Arts. 
 

ROSEMARIE LIBERA  ID CLASS INSTRUCTOR - BALLROOM, SWING, AND MORE... 
RoseMarie, (B.S. in English, M.A. in Physical Education and Human Movement), is the founder 

and Artistic Director of Company ‗N Tempo Theatre and Dance Centre.  Established in 1989, the 

school promotes participation in and appreciation of the performing arts.  She is adjunct faculty 

at Eastern CT State University where she teaches Dance History, Rhythm & Dance for Physical 

Educators and Dance Practicum.  She has also served as adjunct at Central CT State University 

where she taught Movement Fundamentals and Arts Integration for Elementary Education 
Majors. She taught for 3 years at the Greater Hartford Academy of Performing Arts.  RoseMarie‘s 

Professional Development Lecture/Demos focus on creating dance and movement programs for 

CT Educator‘s.  She has presented for EDA, CTAHPERD, CREC, and ACDF.  She has taught 

various styles of dance for 25 years.  She is a member of NDA, NDEO, CT Dance Alliance, CT 

Alliance for Arts Ed, CTAHPERED and CT Swing Dance Society.  She served on the task force 
for CT Dance Teacher Certification under the direction of the Connecticut Arts Consultant. She 

has studied Swing and Lindy Hop with international champions and has taught ballroom for 

beginners at Aetna, Wesleyan University, and privately.  She has had the privilege of coaching 

for the Inter District Grant Program funding High School Ballroom Teams.  She will be enjoying 

her 6TH year at CCY.  She is directing a Musical Theater Summer Camp in partnership with the 

Repertory Theater of New Britain. 

 
MUSIC FACULTY 

NOAH BAERMAN  MUSIC DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSON - JAZZ INSTRUCTOR 

Pianist/composer Noah Baerman studied at Rutgers University in the 1990s under Kenny 

Barron. Since then he has produced nine CDs as a bandleader featuring all-star sidemen such 

as Ron Carter, Ben Riley, Steve Wilson, Robin Eubanks and Barron himself. These albums have 
included the Martin Luther King tribute ―Soul Force,‖ the suite ―Know Thyself‖ (created with a 

"New Works" grant from Chamber Music America/Doris Duke Foundation) and ―Patch Kit,‖ 

which raised awareness and funds for Ehlers-Danlos Syndrome (an incurable connective tissue 

disorder with which he was born) and led to Marian McPartland‘s invitation to be a guest on 
Piano Jazz. His most recent release is the widely acclaimed ―Ripples,‖ which features both the 

Jazz Samaritan Alliance and Baerman‘s jazz chamber octet. An active educator, he has penned 
nine instructional books published by the Alfred Publishing Company. He lives in Connecticut 

and teaches at institutions including Wesleyan University, where he directs the Jazz Ensemble. 

He also serves as Artistic Director of the non-profit Resonant Motion, Inc., an organization 

committed to the intersection of music and positive change.   

 
I.M. HARJITO   ID CLASS INSTRUCTOR – JAVANESE GAMELAN 
I.M. Harjito, one of the most accomplished of the post-World War generation of Javanese 

musicians, was educated at the Conservatory and the Music Academy (ASKI), the government-

sponsored institute for the arts in Java, where he received the equivalent of an M.A.  He graduated 
in 1968 and taught at the Academy until 1975, when he first came to Wesleyan as an Artist-in-
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Residence.  Since then, he has taught at San Francisco State University and the University of 

California at San Diego.  He has toured the US, Bali, Java, and Sumatra. 

 

JOCELYN PLEASANT   ID CLASS INSTRUCTOR - WEST AFRICAN DRUMMING 
Jocelyn is a percussionist and educator from Bloomfield, Connecticut. She received her first 

formal training from the Hartt School Community Division in classical percussion at age 10. In 

addition, she studied African percussion and jazz drum set at the Artists Collective, Jackie and 

Dollie McLean‘s community arts center in Hartford. Jocelyn continued her music studies at 
George Washington University in Washington, D.C., as a Presidential Arts Scholar and 

American Studies major, where she earned a BA in 2004. She now resides in Middletown and 

teaches and performs in a variety of genres and settings. She is currently on staff at the Greater 

Hartford Academy of the Arts, the Artists Collective, and Green Street Arts Center. She has 

performed with Jay Hoggard, Steve Davis, Warren Byrd, Phil Bowler, Kim Clarke, Paul Brown, 
Nat Reeves, Shawnn Monteiro, Sumi Tonooka, Sankofa Kuumba, and many others.  

 

THEATER FACULTY 

DIANA MOLLER-MARINO   THEATER DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSON 
Diana is Associate Professor at the Hartt School of Music, Dance and Theatre at the University 

of Hartford. Specializing in movement-based actor training techniques, Diana has taught master 
classes and residencies nationally and internationally for students, teachers and professional 

actors and dancers. Diana has been a Guest Teaching Artist at many institutions including: 

Wesleyan University, The University of Utah, Trinity College, Santa Barbara City College, Red 

Lotus Movement Center (Salt Lake City) and at the cultural centers on the islands of Santiago 

and San Vicente in Cape Verde, Africa.  Diana was a core faculty member at The Greater 

Hartford Academy of the Arts from 1993–2001. Diana holds a Bachelors Degree with honors in 
Theatre from Wesleyan and a Masters Degree in Directing from Emerson College. 

 

DAVID McCAMISH  ID CLASS INSTRUCTOR – STAGE COMBAT 

A Bluegrass native, David has performed, directed and provided fight choreography across the 
US.  Off-Broadway:  Measure for Measure with American Studio Theatre, Saint Arlechino at 

Lucille Lortel, Witches Macbeth with Cannon Co. and the premier of Unbecoming at the 45th 

Street Playhouse.  He was Henry in the national tour of the Fantastiks and recently, in NYC,  he 

crossed the boards as Leonard  in Virginia with Shakespeare's Sister Co.  Locally, David was 

Petruchio in ArtFarm's Taming of the Shrew and played Laertes and provided fight direction for 

Hamlet at Oddfellow's Playhouse.  A discerning eye sometimes catches David in 
Law&Order.  Films include:  Unbecoming, Kate and Leopold, Path to Paradise and Looking for 

Harrison. A member of the Society of American Fight Directors and BADC, David has worked as 

a teaching-artist for Hartford Stage, Long Wharf, Manhattan Edge, Ten-Directions, CCY and 

teaches acting and stage combat at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts.  

 
JONI WEISFELD  THEATER INSTRUCTOR  

Joni Weisfeld received her BFA in acting from the University of Connecticut.  While there she 

was classically trained, studying with Suzuki master Eric Hill.  After graduation Joni moved to 
New York City where she worked professionally as an actress, theatre educator and 

Director/Choreographer.  While living in New York, she helped develop many new works of 

theatre including her original re-telling of "Medea" performed as a dance piece.  Joni is a teacher 

at The Greater Hartford Academy Of The Arts, where she teaches acting classes in the Theatre, 

Creative Writing, and Voice departments. Joni also directed the spring musicals, ―CHICAGO‖ 

and ―CABARET‖, and looks forward to many more years teaching and directing at the 
ACADEMY. 

 

MUSICAL THEATER FACULTY 

CAROLYN KIRSCH    MUSICAL THEATER CHAIRPERSON  
Carolyn appeared in 15 Broadway productions over a 21 year period of performing in New York 

City.  During that time she worked extensively for the Director/Choreographers Michael Bennett 

and Bob Fosse. For Mr. Fosse she appeared in the First National and Broadway companies of 
―How to Succeed in Business without Really Trying‖, ―Sweet Charity‖, and she toured with the 

first National Company of “Chicago‖, in which she played Velma Kelly.  She was one of the first 



 
 

 

26 

 

teachers of Fosse Technique in the country to be sanctioned by The Verdon-Fosse Estate.  The 

Estate, led by Nicole Fosse, daughter of Gwen Verdon and Bob Fosse, has a  stated mission to 

ensure that the Verdon-Fosse style is passed on to younger generations in an authentic 
manner.  For Mr. Bennett, Carolyn appeared in the Broadway productions of ―A Chorus Line” 

(The Original Company—Theatre World Award), as well as “CoCo” (with Katharine Hepburn), 

“Company”, and “Promises, Promises”. A student of Uta Hagen and Austin Pendleton, both of HB 

Studio, New York, Carolyn received the New Hampshire Theatre Award for Best Actress in 2008 
for her work as Amanda Wingfield in “The Glass Menagerie”. In Connecticut she has appeared in 

leading roles in the following productions:  “Driving Miss Daisy”, “On Golden Pond”, ”Grey 
Gardens”, and “Dancing at Lughnasa‖. Her original play ―The Waltz‖, based on the life and 

artistic times of Camille Claudel, the French sculptress, was selected as a semi-finalist at The 
Eugene O‘Neill National Playwrights Conference 2012. An active member of the New York based 

―Dancers over 40‖ Carolyn is passing on the legacy to a new generation of talent.  She is the 

Musical Theatre Department Chair of The Center for Creative Youth at Wesleyan, and was on 

the faculty of The Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts for many years. She serves on the Board 

of Directors of The Connecticut Dance Alliance.   

 
ETHAN NASH    VOCAL INSTRUCTOR & ID CLASS INSTRUCTOR - MUSICAL THEATER FOR NON-MAJORS 

Ethan Nash is in his seventh year at CCY as the Musical Director and Accompanist in the 

Musical Theater division and teacher of the Musical Theater ID class.  He has been the Director 
of Choral Activities at Glastonbury High School since 2007. Ethan received his Doctorate of 

Musical Arts in Choral Conducting from the Hartt School in 2007.  After graduating from Yale 

University in 1997 with a Bachelors degree in music, he taught for four years as the Music 

Director at School of the Holy Child in Rye, NY.  Ethan has conducted the University Glee Club 

of New Haven and has served on the faculty of Middlesex Community College, the Hartford 

Conservatory and the Hartwick College Summer Music Festival. He has directed numerous 
musicals, including Into the Woods, Joseph, Godspell, Anything Goes and Fiddler on the 

Roof.  His musical directing credits include work with Norwich‘s Spirit of Broadway Theater and 

Connecticut Heritage Productions.  Ethan works as a cantorial soloist at Beth Hillel Synagogue 

in Bloomfield and is a religious school songleader and junior choir conductor at Temple Sinai of 
Newington. He is the author of the earthsongs choral music publication, Translations and 
Annotations of Choral Repertoire: Volume 4, Hebrew Texts. Ethan is an avid Mets fan, softball 

player, bowler and PEZ collector. He and his wife, Danica, are the proud parents of two boys, Ari 

and Elliot. 

 

VISUAL ARTS FACULTY   

 
MIKE OBRE   VISUAL ARTS DEPARTMENT CHAIRPERSON - PHOTOGRAPHY INSTRUCTOR 
Mike studied illustration at the School of Visual Arts in NYC and began work first for the Hearst 
Corporation as a bullpen artist before moving to King Features Syndicate in the mid-1990s. 

While completing graduate studies in painting and education, Mike freelanced for magazines 

and companies including Warner Bros., Attic Books, Image, and Topps. During his doctoral 

studies, Mike segued to photography as his preferred medium. He has exhibited paintings and 

photographs at The Ridgefield Guild of Artists Gallery, ArtSPACE in New Haven, The Richter, 

and annually for City-Wide Open Studios. His photographic work from Cataluña was recently 
exhibited at the E21st street gallery of SVA in NYC; the show was curated by Janusz Kawa. 

Mike is a lifelong teacher of both traditional studio art and photography; he is the chair of the 

annual Celebration of Danbury Arts Festival, life drawing instructor for AP Studio Art portfolio 

development at Western CT State University, photography teacher at ESCAPE to the ARTS, and 

is the Fine Arts Department Head for Danbury Public Schools.   

 
MAGGE GAGLIARDI  VISUAL ARTS INSTRUCTOR 
Magge Gagliardi is a professional illustrator, designer and scenic artist based in Hartford, CT. 
She has a BFA in Illustration from Paier College of Art in Hamden, CT and an MFA in 

Illustration from the University of Hartford in West Hartford, CT.  She is currently a professor in 

the Illustration and Fine Art departments at Paier College of Art where she specializes in the 

figurative arts.  
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ANDREW REARDON  FILMMAKING INSTRUCTOR 
Andrew is an Artist/Instructor at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts in the Creative 
Writing/Media Arts Department. He has been working in the film industry since he was 16 for 

small local firms. He has started his own film company, Burning Sun Films, and has worked on 

many independent film sets both with narrative and documentary filmmaking. 

 

WESLEY SANTIAGO  VISUAL ARTS INSTRUCTOR 
A full-time Artist/Instructor at the Greater Hartford Academy of the Arts, Wesley graduated with 

a Bachelor of Fine Arts degree from the University of Hartford‘s, Hartford Art School. He has 

worked as an Arts Consultant for the Hispanic Health Council, Inc., where he was invited to 

become the Co-coordinator of their YOH! (Youth on Health) program. At the Greater Hartford 

Academy of the Arts Wesley teaches Studio Arts, Art through Sociology, and Art through 
Graffiti.  Published in January 2011, he completed the layout design for a book entitled, ―Haiti 

After The Shock‖ by Marc-Yves Regis.  He is a skilled graphic designer working with Photoshop, 

Illustrator, InDesign, and Dreamweaver (CS5). 

 
KEIJI SHINOHARA    ID CLASS INSTRUCTOR - JAPANESE PAINTING   
Keiji Shinohara was born in Osaka, Japan.  He began to study traditional Ukiyo-e technique in 

1976 with Kaichiro Uesugi, a national living treasure.  Keiji became a member of the National 

Ukiyo-e Carving and Painting Preservation Society in 1981 and also became a Master Printer, 

and then he began independent creative works.  In 1985 Mr. Shinohara moved to the United 
States as a freelance artist and began solo exhibitions and lecturing at various universities, art 

institutions and museums.  Since 1995 Keiji has been an Artist in Residence at Wesleyan 

University, participating in many solo and group exhibitions. His work is part of the public 

collections of The Library of Congress, Washington, D.C., Cleveland Museum of Art, Ohio, 

Achenbach Foundation, Fine Arts Museums of San Francisco, CA. 

 
 

DAILY SCHEDULE 

Monday through Friday 

 7:30 -  9:00   am Breakfast 
 9:30 - 12:30  pm Major Art Form Classes 

12:30 -  1:30  pm Lunch 

 2:00 -   4:00  pm Interdisciplinary Classes 

 4:00 -   5:30  pm Open forum, meetings, leadership training, studio and practice time, free time 

 5:30 -   6:30  pm Dinner 

 6:30 - 10:30  pm Studio and practice time, leadership meetings, Film Series, Summer Arts Series, 
Residential Advisor workshops, or free time 

10:30 pm Curfew - Students in residence halls 

 

Saturday 

11:00 - Noon Brunch 

Noon – 5:00 pm  Residential Advisor workshops, downtown trips, free time 

5:00 - 6:00 pm Dinner 

8:00 pm CCY Dance (Themes may include: Superheroes, Decades, Halloween in July, etc.) 
11:00 pm Curfew 

 

Sunday 

11:00 – Noon Brunch 

Noon - 4:30 pm Families visits, Residential Advisor workshops, downtown trips, free time 

2:00 pm Residential Advisor Workshops 

5:00 - 6:00 pm 

6:00 – 10:00 pm 
10:30 pm 

Dinner 

Residential Advisor workshops, free time 
Curfew 
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CCY TELEPHONE DIRECTORY 
 

Kim Stroud, General Director 

Lisa Foss, Program Coordinator 

(860) 757-6391 

(860) 685-3307 (on campus) 

(860) 757-6391 (in Hartford) 

(860) 710-2005 (personal mobile) 

 

Wesleyan Office of Public Safety Routine:      (860) 685-2345 

Emergency: (860) 685-3333 or x3333 

 

Emergency 911 (9-911 from campus) 
 

*** 
The challenge before you is to continue to dream, to renew your sense of curiosity and to keep whole 
your sense of wonder in a world increasingly ruled by a computer mentality which threatens to 
destroy the very quality which gave birth to the computer in the first place. 
 

Take the risk of failure for there is no failure.  Don’t worry about certainty or about absolute 
conclusions.  Look upon the newness of each day as a way to begin all over again. 
 
Keep your sense of wonder.  I suggest that you maintain that sense of wonder and that feeling of 
discovery because, speaking as a hard-nosed businessman, it is also the road to success.  Because 
that is what fuels the fires of imagination.  That is what powers your perseverance and inspires the 
creativity which the business world lacks in abundance. 
 
Remember your thumbprint.  It is one of a kind in all the world.  And, so are you. 
 

Paul Woolard 

Senior Executive Vice President 
Revlon, Inc. 

At Marymount College in Arlington, VA 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 


