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Health-Related Legislative Changes for School Year 2009-10
The purpose of this memo is to provide information and guidance regarding the 2009 legislative changes impacting school health services. The following is an overview of the Public Act, a brief explanation of implications for schools and a link to the full legislative language.
Public Act 09-155, An Act Concerning the Use of Asthmatic Inhalers and Epinephrine Auto-injectors While at School.
· The Act requires the Connecticut State Department of Education (CSDE) to adopt regulations to permit children diagnosed with either asthma or an allergic condition to retain possession of asthmatic inhalers and automatic pre-filled cartridge injectors at all times while attending school, provided a written authorization for self-administration of medication signed by the child's parent or guardian and an authorized prescriber is submitted to the school nurse. 
· This Act, as amended, requires local and regional boards of education to make available on either the board’s or each school’s Web site, the district’s plan for managing students with life-threatening food allergies. If such Web sites do not exist, the board must make the plan publicly available by some other means that it selects. 
· The Act also requires boards to provide notice about the plans along with the written statement about pesticide applications used by the district under Section 10-231c of the Connecticut General Statutes, to parents and guardians. School superintendents must attest annually to the CSDE that their districts are implementing these plans. 
Additionally, Public Act 09-155 amends Section 10-212a of the Connecticut General Statutes and adds licensed athletic trainers employed by a school district to the list of individuals who are permitted to administer medication to students under the general supervision of a school nurse. 
The CSDE has developed newly proposed regulations for Section 10-212a of the Connecticut General Statutes, therefore regulations pursuant to Public Act 09-155 will be incorporated into the proposed regulations and will be ready for implementation in the 2010-11 school year. Until such regulations are adopted, school districts cannot implement the new language for permission to retain possession of asthmatic inhalers and automatic pre-filled cartridge injectors. 
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However, it is important to note that current regulations allow for students to self-administer medications while in school. Therefore, children diagnosed with either asthma or an allergic condition can retain possession of asthmatic inhalers and automatic pre-filled cartridge injectors at all times while attending school, as long as: (1) an authorized prescriber provides a written order for self administration; (2) there is written authorization from the student's parent or guardian; and (3) the school nurse has evaluated the situation and deemed it to be safe and appropriate. The full text for Public Act 09-155 can be found at http://www.cga.ct.gov/2009/
ACT/Pa/pdf/2009PA-00155-R00SB-00755-PA.pdf.

If you have any questions, please contact Stephanie Knutson, School Health Consultant at 860-807-2108 or Stephanie.knutson@ct.gov.
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