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Student Dress

The Great Path Academy Governing Board has determined that reasonable regulation of school attire can further important educational interests including:
1) Reducing distraction and loss of self-esteem caused by teasing or competition over clothing;

2) Providing an environment where students can focus more on learning;

3) Enhancing school safety by making it harder to conceal weapons or contraband;

4) Creating a greater sense of community amongst the students’

5) Preparing students for the future roles in both college and the professional workplace;

6) Creating an atmosphere reflecting seriousness of purpose about education;

7) Presenting a more positive image to the community;

8) Minimizing disruptions from wearing inappropriate clothing or possessing inappropriate items at school.

It is the responsibility of parents to ensure that their children’s dress conforms to requirements set forth below.  The health, safety and education of the child must be the concern of every parent/guardian.  It is recommendation of professional school personnel that parents/guardians hold their children to the highest standard in regards to school attire.

In order to maintain an environment conducive to the educational process, the Capitol Region Education Council and the Great Path Academy Board of Governors prohibits the following from wear during the academic school day:
a. Coats, jackets, or other attire normally worn as outwear.  Outerwear includes: coats, jackets, windbreakers, nylon pullovers, down vests, and other clothing the administration deems inappropriate.  Such clothing or outerwear shall not be worn, carried, or kept in the classroom during regular school hours.
b. Head coverings of any kind, including but not limited to scarves, bandanas, masks, headbands, visors, kerchiefs, athletic sweatbands, hats, caps or hoods.  Approved coverings worn as part of a student’s religious practice or belief shall not be prohibited under this policy.  Head coverings shall not be worn, carried, hung on belts or around the neck, or kept in the classroom during regular school hours.
c. Items a. and b. above must be secured in the student’s locker before school starts.  Items not stored will be confiscated and kept until such time as he/she feels it is appropriate to return them.
d. Footwear which mars floors, causes damage to floors, excessive noise or is a safety hazard.  
e. Sunglasses, whether worn or carried or eyewear that is not medically necessary.
f. Spiked or studded bracelets, brass knuckles, oversized or multi-finger rings, belts or any other article of attire with spikes or studs attached, or any other clothing item that may present a safety hazard to the student, other student, or staff.
g. Attire or accessories which contain overly offensive or disruptive writing or pictures likely to unduly disrupt the educational environment, or which constitute “fighting words”, etc., which depict the logo or emblems of drugs, tobacco products or alcoholic beverages; or attire or accessories that encourage the use of such products.
h. Shirts and/or blouses which reveal the abdomen, chest, or undergarments.
i. See-through clothing, tank tops, spaghetti straps or strapless.
j. Shorts, miniskirts, or pants which reveal the upper thigh or undergarments.  
k. Students are permitted to have cell phones, pagers or beepers at school, but they may not be visible, used, or turned-on while school is in session.  The possession and/or use of unauthorized electronic devices such as lasers are not permitted on school grounds.  
l. Pants that reveal any portion of the torso or the undergarments.
Religious and Health Accommodations

Where the bona fide religious beliefs or heath needs of a student conflict with the school attire policy, the school will provide reasonable accommodation.  Any student desiring accommodation shall notify the school principal in writing of the requested accommodation and the factual basis for the request.  Approved coverings worn as part of a student’s bona fide religious practices or beliefs shall not be prohibited under this policy.  
Compliance
School administrators and teachers are encouraged to use positive reinforcement to obtain compliance with school attire requirements.  However, when a student fails to comply with the school attire policy, discipline is appropriate.  

Below is a description of the clothing required to be worn of all Great Path Academy students who are not enrolled in direct college classes at MCC:

DRESS CODE

The following items of clothing are acceptable:
· Docker style pants, chinos, corduroys or dress pants in either blue, black or tan. All pants must be worn at the waist line and belt loop pants must be worn with BELTS.
· Solid white, blue, gray, or black shirt collared or button down shirt which are tucked in.  Solid sweaters and sweater vests over collared shirts. 

· For girls, skirts of reasonable length and coverage in either blue, black or tan.
· Shoes or sneakers.

The following items or clothing are not acceptable:

Tops

· Tee shirts and sweat shirts of any kind.

· Tank tops or sleeveless garments (including cap sleeves).

· Shirts with writing, numbers or pictures of ANY kind are not permissible (2 inch manufacturer's logo in the left corner is ok.)

· Shirts which advertise drugs, alcohol, tobacco, violence, or contain insulting or offensive language.

Bottoms

· Jeans, wide leg pants, cargo pants/skirts or pants/skirts with oversized pockets, wind pants or sweatpants, capris or cropped pants where the ankle is exposed, stretch pants, leggings, shorts, or skorts.

· Pants/skirts with designs, writing, visible zippers, or decorations on the legs

· Pajamas

Other

· Clothing which is soiled, torn, or with holes is not allowed

· Clothing made of fleece, velour, knit sweat or terry cloth, spandex, , Lycra®, nylon, denim (jeans material), camouflage or see-through material (including fishnet items)

· Visible undergarments/long sleeves worn under a short sleeved collared shirt

· Hats, hoods of ANY kind, or other headwear (including bandannas, sweatbands, do-rags, visors, scarves, etc.).  These items should be stored in the student’s locker.

· Outdoor coats/jackets worn when in the building

· Shirts or jackets tied at the waist

· Any oversized metal chains, metal spiked/studded apparel, or accessories (including chains attached to pants or wallets)

· Sunglasses worn in the school building

· Flip flops/shower shoes/slippers

· Clothing which is provocative or distracting to the learning environment
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