Continuing to read in the summer reinforces the skills that will help you to succeed in school and life. Please take the opportunity to choose one of the following books for your summer reading. A brief description of each is included to help you decide.
Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America 
by Barbara Ehrenreich

Henry Holt & Co.

ISBN: 0-8050-6389-7

A true story of attempting to live in modern America on low-paying jobs. Ehrenreich is a journalist (with a Ph.D. in Biology) who decided to put herself in the position of millions of Americans who are trying to scrape by. She works as a waitress, a maid, and a Wal-Mart “sales associate”. In addition to her own experiences, she introduces the reader to people who really live on minimum wage (and how they get by), and to the people who exploit them.
The Alchemist 
by Paulo Coelho

Harper Collins Books

ISBN: 0-06-250218-2
Follow Santiago on his journey to find himself, the love of his life, and the answers to ancient secrets. The Alchemist, by Paul Coelho, is about a boy who goes in search of treasure. Along the way, he overcomes seemingly insurmountable obstacles, meets several mysterious people, and encounters a man who challenges him to achieve what only a few in human history have been able to do-turn lead into gold! This book will not only inspire you to work towards your dreams, it will completely change the way you live.

The Glass Castle 
by Jeannette Walls

Scribner

ISBN: 0-7432-4754-2
Walls write a memoir of growing up in a loving, eccentric, and extremely dysfunctional household. She recounts her childhood which included homelessness, abuse, adventures, and love. The author and her brother left home and raised themselves. Both are successful adults while their parents still choose to live on the streets.
A Long Way Gone: Memoirs of a Boy Soldier

by Ishmael Beah

Farrar, Straus and Giroux

ISBN: -13: 9780374105235

ISBN: 0374105235

This novel is the true story of Ishmael Beah, a 12 year old boy from Sierra Leon who becomes a child soldier in the country’s civil war. Beah is abducted at age 13 and forced to join the army. He is given an AK-47 and must commit terrible acts of violence in order to ensure his own survival. How did Beah survive to write this honest account of his ordeal? Read this book to find out!
All books are available for purchase or loan at the following locations: Barnes and Noble, Borders, MCC bookstore, MCC library, public libraries at Tolland, Coventry, Bolton, Hartford, East Hartford, Bloomfield, Manchester, South Windsor, and Glastonbury.

The following writing activity will enable you to start the 2010-2011 school year with a positive test grade in your English class as it your first assignment. In one-two pages (double spaced, 12 font), pick a character and explain how you related to the character. Be sure to include some of the following: 
his/her *struggles

*experiences

*growth

*philosophy of life

HAPPY READING !!!!
