Student Information Systems

VENDOR COMPARISONS
	Questions
	Starbase School Suite
(Century Consultants)
	PowerSchool

(Apple Computers)
	SMS

(Chancery)
	X2
	CenterPoint
(Pearson)

	Implementation

Costs
	$165,000

(based on 6,600 students)
	$165,000-$231,000

(based on 6,600 students)
	$20,000

 ($3 / student, current customer discount).  
	$63,800

(based on 6,600 students)
	$150, 000

(based on 6,600 students)

	Conversion
	2-6 weeks (Included in price)
	3-6 months (included in price)
	8 months

$12,000 - Project Management (10 days) 

$4,800 - On-site implementation             

               Engineer (4 days)

$10,000 - Data Conversion - $10,000
	4-8 weeks

All historical data included from current system. (included in above price)
	Included in above pricing.  4 years historical data included.

	Training
	10 days (included in price)
	Initial product training, bank of Advanced training for scheduling, screen and reporting ($14,000 included in the above price)
	$20,000 - 15 days program, 2 days of 

               Crystal Reporting
	5 days on-site and
5 days training workshops

$6,000 included in above price)
	Included in above quote.

	Personnel Requirements
	Current Staffing Levels
	Current Staffing Levels
	2 people.  Need to know SQL and Crystal Reporting
	Current Staffing Levels
	1 lead district personnel

	Annual Maint.

Costs
	$21,000
	$26,000
	$24,000 - Support

$9,900 – Parent Access

$9,900 – Active Directory Module
	$52,800


	$27,000

	Modules
	Demographics, Scheduling, attendance, gradebook grade reporting, discipline, Medicaid, medical records, academic history, transcripts, testing, census, student fees, special education, pictures, teacher routines, counselor routines
	Parent Access, Grade reporting, gradebook, scheduling, NCLB reporting, transcript, report cards, 
	Registration & enrollment, demographics, scheduling, family management, gradebook, attendance, reporting, transcripts, test scores, parent access, discipline, heath integration, special education integration
	Demographics, scheduling, attendance, grades, transcripts, test scores, discipline, custom reporting, teacher gradebook integration, heath integration, parent portal integration coming June release, special education integration coming this spring
	Gradebook, Attendance, Discussion board, teacher moderated groups, online requests, calendars, assignments, assessment, reports, grades, announcements

	CSDE

Reporting
	Direct export
	Direct export
	No (no plans in the future).  Requires 3rd part intervention including personnel
	District export
(One time set-up involved)
	Direct export

	SIF Compliant
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Servers
	Web Server & Database Server
	Single Server
	5 servers
	Web Server & Database Server recommended but can run on single server
	Web Server, SQL Server

	Database
	Oracle
	SQL Database
	SQL or Oracle
	MYSQL, SQL Server, Oracle
	SQL, Oracle, DB2

	Longevity
	1977 (web-based since 2000)
	1996 (web-based since 1996)
	1985 (SMS since 2001)
	
	

	Peripherals
	Palm, Pocket PC
	3rd party software required
	Pocket PC
	On-line pda connection, disconnected access coming next year
	Palm, PocketPC

	Web-based
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes
	Yes

	Historical

Conversion
	Academic 4 years included in the costs.  $1,000 for each additional year.
	Can train staff to do conversion on their own.
	$3,000 per year ($0.50 per student per year)
	We will convert all historical data from legacy system
	4 years included in above pricing

	CT Schools
	Greenwich, Westport, Danbury, Trumbull, Norwich
	Farmington, Stonington, Region 8, Region 10, West Haven
	None
	Portland
	Branford, Monroe, Brookfield, Ledyard, Newington, Region #7


SCHOOL SYSTEM COMPARISON
	School Districts

(Info Systems)


	Implementation Notes
	Additional Personnel
	Pros & Cons
	Staff Feedback
	Other

	System A
(SASI)
	Quirky software 
	3 people that work part time
	PRO: System works, effective utilization.

CONS: Older technology, Need conversion to web based system.


	Generally positive
	State reporting requires significant set up

	System B
(SASI)
	Awful experience with conversion.  Data problems that tool all year to correct.  Bad training.
	Consultants during implementation and training ($1500/day).

Network management
	PRO:  Staff comfort with system, good tech support, export features

CON:  Not web-based.  No direct CSDE reporting, multiple servers


	Some like it and others still feel it is hard (even after 6 years)
	Old technology.

	System C
(Centerpoint)
	“Too many to detail.”  Training was flawed.
	Report Writer

Project Mgr. for implementation

Lead person at each school.
	PROS:  web-based, fairly user friendly, parent access.

CONS:  Poor report writer software, scheduling not easily adaptable.


	It will be good in the long run

Reports are difficult

Numerous input screens for one student.
	

	System D
(PowerSchool)
	Went well.  Took time over one year.  Scaffold approach
	Used consultant as project manager for implementation. Trained many in district.
	PRO:  Good tech support, robust and easily customizable, easier to use than WinSchool, Grade book is easy.

CONS:  Grade book is not web-based and needs to be loaded on computers.


	Very Happy with PS.  Far superior than Win/Mac School

Staff has adjusted well
	Transitioned from WinMac/School.

One full year of planning.

Use of consultant for implementation.




	School Districts

(Info Systems)


	Implementation Notes
	Additional Personnel
	Pros & Cons
	Staff Feedback
	Other

	System E
(PowerSchool)
	No major issues.  Time needed on setting up reports.  Transition was smooth
	None.  One person manages system
	PRO:  Efficient system.  Easy interface.  Dedicated consultant was fantastic to work with.
	Early in the roll-out but generally very well received
	Requires some data sanitizing but not very difficult.  Updates expected to take care of this.



	System F
(MMS)
	No problems
	Some outside consultants used during transition.  Secretaries manage school related functions, IT supports database and network functions.


	Good CSDE exporting functionality.  Recent import/export of SASID went flawlessly.
	Hard time for staff giving up old ways of doing business
	

	System G
(Starbase)
	Fairly good experience (5 years ago).  They were relatively small so that may have contributed to some problems
	Point person at each school to manage data.  Centralized person to manage district level.  Should have some programming skills
	PRO:  Strong scheduling module, Access used for reporting, will develop other application interfaces for a fee.

CON:  Bad parent portal services (security flaws), not a very smooth/user friendly interface
	Generally positive at this point.  
	Good technical support

Interfaces with other systems

Tough time developing the CSDE reports.  Not as responsive as one would wish.

	System H

(X2)
	Excellent experience had plenty of time to verify data before cutting over
	None.  One person manages system
	PRO: Support is excellent. Easy intuitive interface.  Great scheduling and custom report tools

CON:  
	They love it  
	Still need to set up CSDE report
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